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CHRISTENSEN ARMS 


EDITOR’S LETTER 




H or generations, a rimfire rifle has usually been the 

second step, in terms of firearms, toward becoming 
a hunter. Youngsters start out with an air rifle, learn 
how to handle it safely and employ the basics of 
marksmanship, and then graduate to a .22. 

It’s a big step, though a natural one, Rimfires are often 
regarded as being “real” rifles. That takes nothing away from 
the impressively powerful and accurate air rifles that have 
become more common in recent decades, but you have to 
admit a completely different aura surrounds a .22, Whether it’s 
the cartridge, the report or the simple fact that a .22 is widely 
accepted for taking small game, a rimfire represents a notable 
progression in the both the firearm and the experience level 
of the person wielding it. 

Most hunters and shooters move on to centerfire rifles not 
long after. A .22 can do only so much. Squirrels and rabbits 
and 50-yard paper targets quickly pale in comparison when 
deer and elk and 500-yard steel become possibilities. Yet lately 
it seems more hunters—those who have taken deer and elk, 
and have rung steel at long distances—are rediscovering the 
joys of the .22. 

I could name a number of motives for this (saving money 
on ammo being a big one), but I think hunters return to a .22 
mainly because it makes them feel like a kid again. Shooting 
and hunting with a .22 is simply fun. Remember all the skill it 


takes to make an accurate shot, but forget about recoil. Enjoy 
all the excitement of a hunt on a crisp fall morning, but don’t 
worry about the pressure that comes with filling a tag. There are 
none for squirrels. In essence, a rimfire allows us to celebrate 
the core values of shooting and hunting. 

That’s one of the reasons we devote a portion of our “Gear” 
section in this issue to rimfires. Another one is to keep you 
informed of just how advanced rimfires have become in recent 
years. For example, some are now equipped with carbon-fiber- 
wrapped barrels to increase rigidity while decreasing weight. 
Others are designed to match the form of big-game rifles for 
hunters who want to practice shooting with a realistic centerfire 
substitute. Many are built for incredible accuracy, sub-MOA 
groups at 50-plus yards, which makes them a treat on the 
backyard range, at a growing number of precision rimfire 
matches and in the field. 

Of course, you don’t need a fancy new .22 to return to the 
bliss of shooting a rimfire. You need only get your priorities 
straight. October, with its golden afternoons and small-game 
seasons in full swing, is an ideal month to do just that. Your 
deer tags can wait. It’s not often that you get a chance to feel 
like a kid again. 


Adam Heggenstaller 

Editorial Director 
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BIRDS IN THE 

BREADBASKET 

Planning a trip to Kansas for 
pheasants and other upland 
birds may be easier than you 
think, thanks to an abundance 

of public hunting land. 

By Mark Chesnut 
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10 THE NEW.30-30 

Although the .30-30 Winchester never lost its charm among 
deer hunters, modem bullet technologies make it even more 
attractive now. 

By Richard Mann 



If you don’t have much time to scout for a surefire setup, 
find an active scrape and hang a stand near it for action 
all season long. 

By Tony Hansen 




TOO MUCH OFAGOODTHING? 


Many species of wildlife once in decline are now abundant 
thanks to conservation efforts led by hunters, but overly 
high populations come with risks. 

By Andrew McKean 


20 SOUNDS IN THE NIGHT 

A moose hunter gets his bull, but what’s in the timber 
waiting to get him? 

By Gary Lewis 
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Whether the hunt is for upland birds, waterfowl or small 
game, this year’s shotguns and rimfires have features to 
increase success in the field. 


By Game B Fish Staff 
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Heed the call of adventure with great insurance coverage. 

For your motorcycle, boat, RV, and more. 
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The unique tip on our aerosol can 
mimics a professional spray gun for 
pro-like results. Compared to ordinary 
spray tips, its wide verticle fan pattern 
sprays easier and more evenly for that 
amazing pro-like finish you want, right 
out of the can. With over 3 0 0,000 
factory and custom-mixed colors also 
available in ready-to-spray cans, 
paintpens, and brush-in-bottles, 
we J re more than just a great tip. 
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The moon’s phases are listed as New, First Quarter (First Q), Full, and Last Quarter (Last Q). Times listed 
represent the peak activity times for game and fish each day. 


Best days 


Good days 


Fair days 


For your own 2020 Doug Hannon’s Moon Clock go to moontimes.com or send $9.95 each, plus $3.75 
shipping/handling per order, to: Moon Clock, P.0. Box 28460, Atlanta, GA 30358. 
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GONE HUNTING. 
LEAVE A MESSAGE 


Hunt the right way with the Can-Am Defender 6x6 Mossy Oak Edition 
The heavy-duty Rotax® engine is paired with a smooth, durable and 
responsive transmission for the ultimate power trip. It's like a tank 
on six wheels, giving you more traction, load-carrying and capability 
than ever before. Need more? We’ve got all the accessories to 
set yourself apart from the rest. 
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RICHARD MANN 


SHOOTING 



IT MAY BE 125 YEARS OLD, BUT THE 
.30-30 WINCHESTER IS BETTER THAN 
EVER THANKS TO MODERN LOADS. 

By Richard Mann 


optimized performance in lever-action 
rifles. The super slick nickel-plated cases 
provide smooth loading and feeding. The 
rim of the case is slightly chamfered 
to further ease loading. Federal uses 
a premium Gold Medal primer in the 
HammerDown load, along with a propel¬ 
lant formulated to produce velocities in 
lever-action barrel lengths that yield top 
ballistics. The bonded bullet is tuned to 
deliver ideal expansion and penetration 
at ranges typical of deer hunting. 




A 


s old-fashioned and ballisti- 
cally anemic as the .30-30 
Winchester might seem, it 
remains popular. This is part¬ 
ly because the cartridge typically comes 
chambered in fast-handling, easy-car¬ 
rying lever-action rifles that are fun to 
shoot. But the .30-30 retains its status 
among big-game hunters mostly because 
it works. If it didn’t, hunters would not 
continue to buy new .30-30 rifles and 
ammunition. Every year the .30-30 ranks 
as one of the top 10 best-selling rifle 
cartridges in America, and there are a 
lot of fantastic big-game loads that make 
the .30-30 better than ever. 


Hornady LEVERevolution MonoFlex 

By inserting a small and malleable 
polymer tip in the nose cavity of the 
bullet, Hornady drastically improved 
the external ballistics of .30-30 am¬ 
munition. The Hornady Flex Tip makes 
the bullet compatible with the nose-to- 
primer cartridge arrangement in tubular 
magazines, while helping increase bal¬ 
listic efficiency and initiating expan¬ 
sion. The 140-grain MonoFlex, which 
is constructed of solid gilding metal like 


Loads using monolithic, bonded and “pre-pro¬ 
grammed” bullets boost the performance of the 
.30-30 Winchester.Top projectiles include, from 
left, Federal Fusion, Federal Trophy Copper (second 
and fifth upsets), Hornady MonoFlex, Winchester 
Power Max Bonded and Remington Core-Lokt. 

Homady’s GMX bullet, will penetrate 
nearly 30 inches while expanding to a 
frontal diameter of nearly a half inch. 

Federal Fusion, Trophy Copper and 
HammerDown 

As the first ammunition purpose-built 
for the deer hunter, Fusion ammo uses 
bullets with a molecularly fused jacket 
and pressure-formed core. The 150-grain 
.30-30 Fusion bullet will expand to 
more than twice its original diameter 
and deliver massive energy transfer. If 
you want more penetration, the Federal 
Trophy Copper .30-30 load utilizes an 
all-copper bullet that retains all its weight 
and penetrates to nearly 30 inches in 10 
percent ordnance gelatin. 

Federal’s newest .30-30 load is in the 
company’s HammerDown line. It also 
has a 150-grain bullet, but the entire 
cartridge is specifically engineered for 


Barnes Vor-Tx 

Barnes offers a 150-grain TSX flat-nose 
bullet in its Vor-Tx .30-30 Winchester 
load. I used it in Africa last summer. It’s 
not the flattest shooting .30-30 load, but 
it’s just as lethal. The reliable expansion 
and deep penetration of the all-copper 
TSX bullet makes it a great choice for 
critters larger than deer. (Remington 
loads the same bullet, at the same veloc¬ 
ity, in its HTP Copper line.) 

Remington Core-Lokt 

Because of their affordability, Remington 
Core-Lokt loads are often considered 
bargain ammunition. Nevertheless, the 
Core-Lokt is effective, and maybe it’s 
the load by which all other .30-30 am¬ 
munition should be judged. After 80 
years Remington has perfected Core- 
Lokt performance in the .30-30. With 
the 150- and 170-grain offerings, you 
can expect bullet deformation with a 
frontal diameter of about a half inch, 
and penetration of nearly 2 feet. 

Winchester Power Max Bonded 

Winchester loads Power Max Bonded 
with its Rapid Expansion Protected 
Hollow Point bullet in 150 and 170 
grains. The deep, hollow cavity in the 
nose initiates upset, and the contoured 
jacket “programs” the bullet’s dynamic 
expansion. A lead core that’s bonded to 
the jacket keeps weight retention high. 
These loads are not deep penetrators, but 
they drop a lot of energy and damage lots 
of tissue, making them ideal for deer. 

The .30-30 Winchester has been kill¬ 
ing big game for more than a century. If 
you believe hunting should be done with 
feet and not feet per second, it might 
be your spirit cartridge. Despite the al¬ 
lure of faster-stepping, flatter-shooting 
cartridges, every hunter needs a .30- 
30—especially today, df 
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Old World craftsmanship and our 


manufacturing technology to deliver 
unexcelled accuracy, reliability, and 
terminal performance with every shot 
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BOWHUNTING 



BUCKS VISITTHEM REGULARLY AND SO SHOULD YOU. 


By Tony Hansen 



O t seems too easy. 

I’m just two mornings into 
what is supposed to be a full 
week of hunting an area I’ve 
never been before, and a tall-tined buck 


is marching directly to my stand loca¬ 
tion. It takes all of 10 seconds to know 
this is a mature buck and one I want 
very badly to shoot. It’s also abundantly 
clear that my prior day’s decision to 


target this cluster of active scrapes was 
a good one. 

Long story short, it was easy indeed. 
The buck passed the base of my tree at a 
scant six steps and tipped over stone-dead 
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Bottom line, the Twilight Max 
Light Management System eliminates 
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about 30 seconds later. Chalk up another 
successful hunt near scrapes. 

I hunt a lot of different places each 
fall. Sometimes that means I’m hunt¬ 
ing new areas in different states, other 
times it means I’m bouncing around 
parcels close to home. I do very little 
preseason scouting because I don’t find 
it to be all that beneficial and because 
I don’t have the time to do a thorough 
job of it (there are too many scrappy 
smallmouth bass to chase during the 
summer). Thus, I rely heavily on in- 
season scouting to put me on bucks, and 
scrapes play a large role in my setups. 

Scouting isn’t a form of wizardry, 
even when it’s done during the season. 
I simply look for sign of deer activity. 
I classify deer sign in two ways: active 
and passive. 

Passive sign includes trails and rubs. 
That type of sign tells me deer have 
been in an area but doesn’t guarantee 
if or when they’ll return. Trails indicate 
direction of travel and provide some 
clue of frequency, but not much else 
can be gleaned from them. 

Scrapes, on the other hand, tell me 
more information. For starters, I know 
that bucks are leaving the sign. I also 
know, in most instances, multiple bucks 
are using that scrape and are likely do¬ 
ing so on a regular basis. Hence, scrapes 
are active sign that tell me bucks are in 
the area and will likely return. 

SEASONAL SHIFTS 

The time of year will determine, to some 
degree, the scrape locations I’ll choose 
to hunt. A couple of years back, I had 
access to a honey hole of a property on 
the outskirts of Columbus, Ohio. It was 
suburb hunting in its purest form. The 
land I had permission to hunt was 20 
acres in size, about 12 of which were 
planted in soybeans. There were three 
active scrapes under oak trees along the 
edge of the bean field that connected 
to timbedand flowing behind rows of 
million-dollar homes. 

It was an ideal early October loca¬ 
tion, and I very nearly killed a solid 
buck the very first night I hunted. The 
buck entered the field, nibbled on some 
bean tops and then beelined to those 
scrapes. I never could get a suitable 
shot angle, and the buck eventually 
wandered off. For the next two weeks, 
my trail cameras showed hot and heavy 


activity on those field-edge scrapes. 
Then the rut started to draw near and 
they fizzled. 

This is a pattern I’ve seen repeated 
often. In September and early October, 
when food is the name of the game for 
most deer, field-edge scrapes can be 
dynamite. But they fade fast as the rut 
draws near, and if the deer are being 
heavily pressured the vast majority 
of scrape action will occur under the 
cover of darkness. 

For late October and early November, 
I look for clusters of scrapes in or near 
cover. That’s the exact situation 1 had 
with the buck described in the opening. 
I was hunting a small patch of trees in 
the middle of miles of open prairie. 
There were dozens of active scrapes 
in a row cutting through the timber. It 
was a no-brainer setup. 

The consensus among hunters is that 
bucks will abandon scrapes once peak 
breeding arrives. I have found that to be 
somewhat true, but only for a period of 
time. When a buck has a hot doe, he’s 
obviously not checking scrapes. But 
what happens when his run with that 
doe is done? He’s on the prowl again, 
and I believe he will return to the same 
route and pattern that landed him that 
doe. He’s going to be back in his home 
area, which happens to be right where 
the scrapes he’s worked are located. 

With this in mind, I still focus on 
scrapes during the prime of the rut but 
I do so with more of an eye on travel 
funnels. I don’t expect to see quite 
as much active scraping taking place, 
but locations with scrapes, particularly 
areas with multiple scrapes in cover, 
aren’t happenstance. Those scraping 
areas were used because bucks prefer to 
travel there, and they lay down scrapes 
knowing other deer are traveling there 
as well. 

This is exactly what I was doing 
when I killed the biggest 8-pointer I’ll 
likely ever see. I was tucked into a 
bushy tree that was a mess of limbs 
and leaves in Kansas. It wasn’t an ideal 
setup, but it was in an ideal location. 
There were a dozen active scrapes along 
the edge of a creek bank and, while I 
knew the rut was in full swing, I figured 
it was only a matter of time before a 
buck was in between does and would 
be looking for love again around this 
area of scraping activity. 


TARGET TRAVEL ROUTES 

It’s important to note that you don’t 
have to set up directly over top of a 
scrape to enjoy its benefits. The key 
is to understand that the scrapes are 
the destination. They are the active 
sign that tells you bucks are around 
and they’re coming back soon. Bucks 
will use terrain features and funnels to 
get to the scrape area, and setting up 
on that route is the goal. 

Scrapes that are located in or very 
near heavy security cover can be dy¬ 
namite throughout the day. So long as 
you’re able to enter such areas without 
alerting deer in the pre-dawn hours, 
they can be some of the best morning 
locations you’ll find. Bucks seem to 
have a habit of checking scrapes prior 
to bedding down for the day. And, of 
course, these areas can be highly pro¬ 
ductive during evening sits as bucks 
will target scrapes when getting up for 
their evening prowl. 

I love hunting scrapes. Like, seri¬ 
ously love it. As I’m sure is the case 
with most of you reading this, I don’t 
have unlimited time to hunt. I have to 
make the most of my time on stand, 
and for my money, nothing beats time 
spent hunting near active scrapes. ® 


*DEERnWEEK 

DON’T MISS 
ffDEERWEEK 2020 

Seven days of all things deer 

With an entire week dedicated to 
all things deer hunting, #DeerWeek 
airs Sept. 14 to 20 starting at 7 
p.m. ET on Outdoor Channel and 
Sportsman Channel. Featuring the 
best deer hunting programming on 
TV, #DeerWeek will be hosted by 
Jeff Danker and country music star 
Tyler Farr. Additional programming 
will be available for streaming on 
MyOutdoorTV throughout September, 
all brought to you by Academy, Old 
Trapper and Forloh. For a complete 
schedule, original recipes and more 
information, visit deerweek.com. 
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HUNTERS BROUGHT WILDLIFE BACK FROM THE BRINK OF 
EXTINCTION, AND NOW WE MUST MANAGE SURPLUSES. 

By Andrew McKean 


H he Montana rancher’s message 

was blunt and abundantly clear. 
He would be attending the Fish 
and Game Commission’s meet¬ 
ing on elk management in Helena, the 
state capital, but first he needed to find 
a place to dump the two cow elk he had 
shot out of his haystacks. 

The elk season had long been closed, 
and the rancher’s action normally would 
be defined as poaching. Only the man 
didn’t shoot the elk out of any joy of 
killing, or for their trophy parts, or even 
as a covert crime. The rancher reported 
his action, after all. Instead, the act was 
interpreted as one more incident in a 
growing impatience with elk manage¬ 
ment in Montana. 

In essence, there are too many elk in 
many places hunters can’t access, and too 
few in the places they can. The condition 
is not unique to elk, nor to Montana. 
Whitetails are becoming overpopulated 
nuisances in many of America’s suburbs. 
Wild turkeys can gather in bothersome, 
porch-roosting flocks in areas where 
hunting isn’t allowed. Coyotes are show¬ 
ing up in urban parks, and mountain 
lions have been seen prowling around 
elementary school playgrounds. 


That these surpluses of wild animals 
are not uniformly distributed is only 
part of the problem. Another is that 
when we have an overabundance of 
anything, from natural gas to tater tots, 
we tend to devalue the thing in excess. 
But when we become accustomed to 
a surplus of a good thing (again, tater 
tots), we tend to squawk when supplies 
start to decline. 

Each of these dynamics is defining 
wildlife management in America right 
now. It’s useful to look at each one to 
guide the future of conservation on 
a landscape that looks very different 
from the one familiar to our mothers 
and grandfathers. 

MANAGING FOR ‘MUTUALISM’ 

State wildlife agencies, the public bod¬ 
ies tasked with restoring game popula¬ 
tions two generations ago, now have 
a lot more on their plates than simply 
managing buck-to-doe ratios. Now, your 
local wildlife biologist is responsible for 
ensuring that populations of non-game 
species like butterflies and songbirds 
are healthy, responding to landown¬ 
ers’ complaints about game damage 
to agricultural crops, and inspecting 


commercial developments for impacts 
to wildlife habitat. 

As long as populations of deer, tur¬ 
keys, upland birds and waterfowl are 
abundant enough to hunt, biologists 
increasingly are turning their attention 
to species that are in severe decline, like 
those teetering on the edge of endangered 
species listing. That’s despite the fact 
that most of these biologists are paid 
by license fees that hunters shell out to 
pursue game animals. 

It’s hard to blame field biologists or 
their managers for the shift of focus. A re¬ 
cent study by researchers from Colorado 
State University and The Ohio State 
University notes that Americans ’ values 
toward wildlife are changing. The study 
found that the number of people who 
define themselves as “mutualists,” or 
people who believe that animals deserve 
the same rights as humans, is rising 
while the number of “traditionalists,” 
who believe animals should be used 
for purposes that benefit humans, is 
declining. 

That’s probably not a surprise 
if you’ve been tracking the steady 
decades-long migration of rural resi¬ 
dents to suburban and urban areas. But 
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Elk can be difficult to manage on private 
ranches due to restricted hunter access. 



researchers noted that attitudes toward 
wildlife are changing more rapidly than 
other demographics. 

“What’s surprising is that the de¬ 
cline in traditionalists in some states 
is happening at a really rapid rate,” 
said Michael Manfredo, head of the 
Department of Human Dimensions of 
Natural Resources at Colorado State 
and one of the study’s authors. 

Why is this an important trend? 
Because hunters who have become ac¬ 
customed to getting the lion’s share of 
resources and attention from wildlife 
agencies should expect less emphasis 
as “mutualism” replaces the traditional 
focus on game animals. Too, mutualis- 
tic-oriented wildlife managers may not 
appreciate the historic partnership that 
hunters and biologists have forged, and 
they may not care about declining deer 
populations, for instance, as long as 
there are still enough animals to justify 
a hunting season. On the other hand, 
mutualists consider surpluses of game 
animals as a sign that natural systems 
are out of balance. 

DEVALUING ABUNDANT WILDLIFE 

There’s an equal and opposite trend 
firming up across much of America: 
the devaluing of wild animals as they 
become commonplace. 

The Canada goose is a good example 
of this. Back when America’s wildlife 
conservation movement was young, 
geese were so scarce and special that 
the Canada goose became a symbol of 
all that was wild and sacred. Now, geese 
are so common that there are special 
management seasons to suppress local 
populations. They have become nui¬ 
sances on golf courses and municipal 
parks, where they’ve found such hospi¬ 
table habitat that hundreds of thousands 
of them no longer participate in their 


historic continental migrations. “Flying 
rats,” some people call them. 

Instead of celebrating these common 
wildlife species as indicators of the suc¬ 
cess of conservation, we demonize these 
critters as nuisances, and game agencies 
are finding imaginative ways—special 
depredation seasons, liberalizing bag 
limits and methods of take—to keep their 
populations in balance with both avail¬ 
able habitat and the public’s tolerance. 

The situation with elk in Montana, 
and in many areas across the West, is 
emblematic of this trend. Elk remain one 
of the most highly valued and sought 
big-game species, but they have become 
extremely responsive to hunting pressure. 
As elk herds have expanded in size and 
range, they spend increasing amounts 
of the year on private land with little 
hunting pressure. 

There, they eat hay and other for¬ 
age and become localized nuisances. 
Landowners want the elk gone, but many 
don’t want public hunters to do the job, 
so they complain to wildlife agencies 
and ask for game-damage assistance. 
The answer is to focus hunters where 
the elk are, but private property rights 
preclude that as an option in the uncount¬ 
able number of cases where landowners 
want fewer elk but even fewer hunters. 

THE PSYCHOLOGY DF SCARCITY 

The opposite of abundance, of course, is 
scarcity. It’s a term that’s hard to apply to 
our most popular game species: whitetail 
deer, turkeys, pheasants, elk, pronghorn 
and Canada geese. These are all species 
that motivated an earlier generation of 
conservationists, American icons worth 
preserving, and an entire machinery of 
game restoration was built to bring them 
back from the edge of ext inction. These 
are the stories we still tell new hunters 
around campfires. 


But there’s another story we need 
to tell: how we manage the abundant 
wildlife we recovered when popula¬ 
tions start to return to a new normal. 
We’re seeing this with wild turkeys 
recently, and we’ve seen it with local 
deer populations. We did such a good 
job of recovering these animals that they 
flourished, creating unprecedented hunt¬ 
ing opportunities as they occupied all 
available habitat. Now that the restora¬ 
tion era is over, we’re trying to figure out 
how to manage these populations, not at 
the peak of abundance, but somewhere 
down the continuum. 

But for a generation, sportsmen and 
-women have become accustomed to ar¬ 
tificially high populations of our favorite 
game animals. Now that they are settling 
into more sustainable levels, we com¬ 
plain that our turkey and grouse and deer 
populations are “crashing” when they’re 
probably leveling at a new normal. 

Psychologists call this “new scarcity,” 
which occurs when our irrational desire 
for limited resources increases when we 
move from a state of abundance (histori¬ 
cally high deer populations, for instance) 
to a state of relative scarcity (reduced 
doe harvests in certain zones). We freak 
out. We demand that extra resources be 
devoted to studying causes of the decline, 
and we call on state legislatures to get 
involved in wildlife management. 

Those actions rarely yield produc¬ 
tive outcomes, and usually sooner than 
later the pendulum swings back toward 
sustainability. And abundance. 

That’s the other lesson we need to 
continue to tell around our campfires: 
wildlife is resilient. As long as we make 
allowances for habitat, tolerate natural 
swings in game populations and support 
the wildlife professionals who manage g 
them, our conservation story will remain S 
the envy of the rest of the world. < 3 > 1 
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By Gary Lewis 


Thumb on his rifle’s safety, looking over the top of the scope 
in the dim light, Neil backed away from the dead moose at the tree line on 
the lake’s edge. The moose had been down for some time with a bullet in its 
neck, as large as a black-leather sectional sofa with antlers, its palms spread 
toward us. 

The sound had come from our right, back in the dark timber. Shoulder-to - 
shouldcr we backed up into the moonstruck water. 

Cra-aack! Another animal to our left. It could have been two moose. Or 
a moose on one side, a bear on the other. Maybe two bears? 

In my right hand was a revolver, thumb on the hammer, a light in my left. 
Both seemed pitiful, and I wished I had Neil’s .30-06. 


TRACKS THAT MATTER 

When a hunter draws a once-in-a-lifetime Idaho moose tag, the first thing he 
does is call a bunch of friends to help him. Some hunters call outfitters. My 
cousin Neil Lewis called me. Then he called his mom. 

It was a foregone conclusion his family would be along for the hunt, all 
the way down to Steyr and Tabor, the toddlers. They helped keep Neil and 
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his wife, Amy, awake for most of each 
night so they would be good and tired 
at the start of every new day. 

We hunted the river canyons and 
called at the edge of ponds and swamps. 
Neil had learned how to imitate the cow 
moose call by pinching the bridge of his 
nose and making a quavering, haunting, 
nasal sound. Calling from a ridge we 
heard faint responses from a bull, throaty 
grunts, somewhere in the quakies a mile 
or more away. But after the second day 
we still could not boast one moose sight¬ 
ing, not even a glimpse of a cow or calf. 

“I’m a little discouraged,” Neil admit¬ 
ted. “I haven’t even seen a fresh track.” 

I could afford to be patient. In fact, the 
best-case scenario for me was three full 
days of scouting for moose and grouse 
hunting. I knew from previous moose 
hunts that there would be grouse in the 
aspens, and I had packed my shotgun 
and brought my dog. 

On one of my scouting-hunting jaunts 
I came across big moose tracks, perhaps a 
week old, at a creek crossing and moose 
hair stuck in barbed wire. Later Neil 
and I stopped at that barbed-wire fence 
above the creek bottom. A young grouse 
scampered down the hill, too fast for me 
to get a shotgun into play. 


I showed Neil the hair and tracks as 
the sun went down over the willows. 
“The only tracks that matter,” I told him, 
“are the tracks the moose is standing in.” 

On the third afternoon we split up with 
the idea we could cover more ground 
apart. During the last hours of the day, 
Neil and his mom, Sheila, drove the 
roads that followed a deep creek can¬ 
yon, looked into willow bottoms and 
followed old moose tracks intermingled 
with those of cattle. 

We stayed within a few miles of 
each other so that if I spotted a moose, 
I could call Neil and let him know. I 
took a couple of hours to walk likely 
grouse coverts with my dog ahead of 
me and a double gun over my forearm. 
On the second walk, I jumped a grouse 
and missed it then had another chance 
in the same covert. That one tumbled, 
and Liesl made the retrieve, bringing a 
ruffed grouse to hand. 

At the creek where I stopped to 
clean the bird, Neil passed me in his 
truck. He was going to check out a lake 
shore we had found the day before. All 
roads in this part of the country lead to 
Yellowstone, and with the sunset in his 
rearview mirror, Neil pointed his F-250 
toward the Wyoming border. 


Still 5 miles from the hunt boundary, 
he stopped at an opening in the trees and 
walked alone to the edge of what looked 
like a grassy meadow. He scanned the 
far tree line and saw the twin palms of 
a mature bull moose. It was the first 
moose any of us had seen in several 
days. The antlers looked white in the 
failing sunlight. 

His pulse quickened now, Neil 
backed up to a small white-fir sapling 
and found a branch. He rested the Ruger, 
an M77 that used to be mine, in a crook 
against the trunk and clicked the safety 
to “fire,” It was 131 yards across the 
opening, a rangefinder would tell us 
later, and Neil traced the Leupold’s 
crosshair from the bull’s jaw line down 
along the throat to where the neck joined 
the body. His fingertip caressed the 
arc of the trigger, adding 3 pounds of 
pressure, and the muzzle flashed orange 
in the bell of the scope while the rifle 
leaped against him. 

The handloaded 180-grain Nosier 
AccuBond sped across the opening 
and punched the big black bull over 
the top of the shoulder, felling it with 
one loud smack. If Neil wanted fresh 
tracks, he had them now. The only tracks 
that mattered. 


22 OCTOBER 2020 GAFMAG.COM 











































rtsmen s 


JOIN 


SPORTSMEN’S ALLIANCE 


r \ 

r t 

| 1 

A 1 



j'w 














UNEASY RECOVERY 

Instead of starting across the meadow 
to the moose, Neil whooped and headed 
back to find me. 1 was a mile away at 
the time, with a brace of grouse cleaned 
and in the cooler. Back in the truck 
after washing my hands, I saw a mes¬ 
sage from cousin Neil flash across my 
phone: “Moose down. Moose down!!!” 

I mentally reviewed what supplies 
I had with me and what Neil probably 



COLD, WET, 
COMFORTABLE 

Base layers make a 
difference. 

Partway through the meat-recovery 
operation, when the backstraps had 
been carried across the lake and one 
rear leg was dragged on the shore, 
Neil stopped and asked if we were 
going to get hypothermia. We were 
breaking ice at the shoreline, which 
meant the temperature had dropped 
below freezing. 

That was when! realized how warm 
I was. Certainly the adrenaline played 
a part, but I was also dressed in a 
base layer from Grays Harbor Unders. 
Except for the parts of my legs actually 
underwater, I was dry, warm and 
comfortable despite having fallen 
down in the freezing water. 

Amy wore a base layer and good 
clothes for the conditions. Cousin 
Neil, by contrast, was wearing blue 
jeans and a camo flannel shirt. He 
must have been really cold after the 
adrenaline wore off. They say cotton 
kills, and it sure can. If we had delayed 
the recovery of the meat, we would 
have had to build a fire. 


had with him. The light was dropping 
fast. Neil found me at an intersection 
of forest roads, and we hastened back 
to the location where he had shot the 
bull. We walked down to the meadow 
together, breathless. 

Sheila was with us and stood at 
the place Neil took the shot. Neil and 
I walked across the meadow after he 
had a line on where the bull must lie. 
To our surprise it turned out not to be a 
meadow, but a lake, knee deep in some 
places and presumably over our heads 
in others. Neil was ahead of me in the 
water, and I hoped we had found a shal¬ 
low path across. 

For the first time in three days the 
air was calm. We could expect a storm 
within the next day or so, according to 
the forecast. The only sounds came from 
the water around our legs, our expectant 
breathing, our whispers. 

And then a loud kee-rcick came from 
the dark timber. 

In the last month there had been four 
grizzly attacks on hunters and hikers in 
neighboring Montana and Wyoming. 
Earlier in the day, a game warden had 
warned Neil, just as he had warned me 


before, “Watch out for grizzly bears. 
This close to Yellowstone Park, we are 
seeing bears every week now.” 

Neil backed into the deeper water, his 
rifle to his shoulder. In our minds it had 
to be a grizzly. Black bears sometimes 
break branches when they approach, as 
i f to warn other bears away. Grizzlies 
must do the same thing. Everyone we 
had talked to warned us about grizzlies. 

Soon we heard another crack, this 
time to the left. The sound of branches 
breaking could have been a moose, a 
cow perhaps, or another bull. It could 
have been two moose. A moose charge 
wouldn’t have been much better than a 
grizzly attack. What if it were a moose 
on one side, a bear on the other? Neil 
and I traded uneasy looks. 

TALKING TOUGH 

At the same time Neil had sent me the 
“moose down” text, he had also sent 
one to his wife. She was in town, 35 
minutes away, with their kids. While we 
studied the dead moose and surveyed 
the dark timber in the now-dark night, 
we heard gravel under the tires of Amy’s 
car and saw her headlights swing across 
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DATA FDR 
CONSERVATION 

Hunters provide info for 
moose management 

Idaho Fish and Game estimates the 
state's moose population at 10,000 
to 12,000 animals.The agency issued 
560 antlered tags and 74 antlerless 
tags for each of the 2019 and 2020 
seasons. Populations are monitored 
through hunter success rates, the 
number of days needed to harvest 
a moose, antler spread and other 
information derived from carcasses. 

When a hunter tags a moose, 
additional data can be collected. In 
the field, Neil and I collected blood 
samples and obtained nasal swabs. 
We looked for ticks on the animal and 
did not find any. When we checked 
in the moose the next day, a game 
officer extracted a tooth, which will be 
sectioned to determine the animal's 
age. The antler spread was 42 1/2 
inches from tip to tip. 


the opening. Amy marched down to the 
water’s edge while Sheila went to sit 
with the kids in the car. 

She met us halfway out in the lake, 
and the three of us approached the moose 
again. Still there were two animals in the 
timber. While the one on the left broke 
an occasional branch and left things 
open to interpretation, the one on the 
right began to sound like a bull moose 
thrashing its anger against a tree. That’s 
what we told ourselves as I drew a knife 
and Amy held a leg, and we began to 
break down the moose. Neil stood with 
the light and the rifle. 




made, magnificent to look at, this knife is a 
work of art at only $99 


I t’s not often you happen upon a blade 
smith who has gem cutting skills. The 
stainless steel blade, bolster and pommel 
are exquisitely etched and would have 
looked great with a less ambitious 
handle. But the results of overachieving 
are stunning here. The turquoise-blue 
colored handle is ablaze with assorted 
stones like jasper, marble, sunstone, and 
coral that have been hand cut and inlaid 
in a Southwestern motif that conjures 
images of intricately beaded belts and 
moccasins. 



Whether you 
collect blades, 
interesting 
stones, or are 
a lover of the 
great American 
Southwest, the 
Sedona Knife is 
more than cut out 
to do the job. 

Your 

satisfaction 
is 100% 

guaranteed. Feel the 
knife in your hands, wear 
it on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship of the Sedona Knife. If 
you don’t feel like we cut you a fair 
deal, send it back within 30 days for a 
complete refund of the item price. 


Limited Reserves. You could pay nearly 
$1,900 for a steel, fixed blade knife 


What customers are saying about 
Stauer knives... 


"Very hefty, well-built knife and 
sheath. Extremely good-looking and 
utilitarian. ” 

— R., Lacey, Washington 

with a gemstone handle, but why would 
you when you can enjoy the superb 
craftsmanship of the Sedona Knife for 
only $99. Don’t let this beauty slip 
through your fingers. Call today! 

Sedona Knife $479* 

Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P 
Save $80 

1-800-333-2045 

Your Insider Offer Code: SEK126-01 

You must use the insider offer code to 
get our special price. 

Sauer 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, 

Dept. SEK126-01 ' L 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 ebb 

WWW.Stauer.com Rating of A+ 

* D/s count is only for customers who use 
the offer code versus the listed original 
Stauer.com price. 

California residents please call 

1-800-333-2045 regarding 

Proposition 65 regulations before 
purchasing this product. 


ACCREDITED 

BUSINESS- 


• 5” etched stainless steel blade; 9 1/2” overall length 
• Turquoise-colored handle with accent stones including coral, marble, 
sandstone, tiger's eye, jasper and sunstone • Leather pouch included 

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary .* 

























GARY LEWIS 



For most of an hour the two animals stayed back 
inside the timber. Amy hallooed and whooped and 
told any bears and moose in the area what we were up 
to there on the edge of the lake. It took us about three 
hours to skin and quarter the bull. Then it was time to 
go back in the water. 


It was cold now, and we were often in mud to our 
knees. We freighted quarters across the lake, crunching 
through ice forming at the shore. We fell into moose-leg 
post holes, stumbled, laughed and cursed. Throughout the 
operation, Amy talked tough to the bears. There were no 
more sounds from the curtain of dark timber. I s F 


a nard-won moose causes a mix 
of celebration and concern when 
cracking branches back in tbe 
timber could be the sounds of 


jdJi \ 

nu 


Ip V 


■ ± jl f 1 ‘ 

‘ U v 

jT r Kar a . * 


■ **** * T " 

^ I jf ^ 



_ Jji 5 ’ 

j - ."** l ' jj 

i Vk * gL_ 




£ J f > 


\ j 



2G OCTOBER 202Q GAFMAG.COM 

















■ *];■ TTJ 
. 


.. Wfli 11 



<D 


CD 


TO 


CD 

CD 

to 


CO 


5 E 




o 

o 


CD (/) 
CD *- 2 

£21 

M ° ffl 

03 
03 

tO Q) 


CD CO 

E > 


CO 


o 

o 


to 


0^0 

M c O 

£ = 


03 

bl) 

C CD 
CO o 

E g 
B ■■■■ 

O 03 

o a. 
CD x 
j- 03 


CO 

to 

o 


03 


03 


tt 

a aai 

OQ 

*— 

■ 

TO 

03 

to 

a pa 


CD 

O 


bJ) jj 

CO 


TO 


o 

TO 4= CO 

3 fl) C 
O *5L CD 
O 
CO 


03 

CO 

O 

03 


CO TO 

i D 

<o 

CO 03 
CO = 
£= 03 

O CO 









































































REALTRLEFISHI NO COM 


FISHING 




1_ 

■.: 

Li i! 

w 





< jfl 


| "A 


■ M 

























HARASS THE LOCALS 

Resident Canada geese are plentiful, 
but setting up for them can be a real 
challenge. Nailing down their 
pattern will help crack the code. 

I By Mike Marsh 
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30 AROUND THE SOUTH 

North Carolina wood ducks, Alabama kayak 
bass, Texas seatrout and more provide variety 
this month. 

By T. Edward Nickens 


32 PRECISION PLINKER 

Build the perfect rimfire for squirrels. 

By Dr. Todd A. Kuhn 



F ELD OF DREAMS 


Deer gorge on agricultural food sources early 
in the season. Follow these strategies to take 
advantage of that habit. 

By Terry Madewell 


40 DOUBLE DOWN 

Fill two limits quicker than you could 
fill just one by using these proven partner 
tactics for squirrels. 

By Jimmy Jacobs 

52 HIDEANDSEEK 

Instead of seeking forage to merely find the 
bass, take it one step further and catch the bass. 

By Ken Duke 


57 BAYOU BONANZA 

Louisiana’s Barataria Estuary offers 
incredible multi-species fishing, and now 
is the best time to experience the action. 

By John Felsher 
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South caver image by Bill Kinney 

GAFMAG.COM I © ^ ©GAMEANDFISHMAG I 13 FACEBOOK.COM/GAMEANDFISH 


GAFMAG.CDM □CTDBERZQZD 29 













PHOTOS BY SHUTTERSTOCK 



A ROUNDUP OF THE REGION’S TOP OUTDOOR 

OPPORTUNITIES THIS MONTH By T. Edward Nickens 
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O ctober is a busy time around the South. Days are beginning to cool and a sense of 

outdoor excitement is in the air. Many of the year’s best fishing opportunities now 
compete with multiple open hunting seasons. Squirrel hunting in the Louisiana bayous 
is heating up while the sea trout fishing in the Lone Star State booms loudly. Whatever 
your passion, October is a great time to be a sportsman in the South. 



SQUIRREL DAY IN 
VILLE PLATTE 


mi 


real 



colony in Nova Scotia. When the 
first families arrived in Louisiana 
in the 1760s, each received a gun 
and ammunition, a saw or axe, a 
few chickens and bags of corn- 
and were pushed into the woods. 
Abundant wildlife, including squir¬ 
rels, kept the Cajuns alive as their 
toehold along the bayous turned 
into the deep roots of Cajun culture. 

These days the weekend is part 
family reunion, part cultural festi- 
val-and a beer-and-gunpowder- 
fueled brouhaha. If you’d like to 
participate, just find yourself in 
Evangeline Parish on Oct. 4. 







FULL MOONS OVER 
TEXAS SEATROUT 


_ ..jui leed-and there s 
of evidence to shore up that 
peispective-this October brings a 
lunar bonus: Full moons will shine 
twice this month. 

Oct. 1 brings in the full harvest 
moon, while the month wraps up 
with the full hunter’s moon on Oct. 
31. Many top anglers feel that the 
five days on either side of a full 
moon offer your best chance to 
land a gorilla trout. In other words, 
don’t earmark all your vacation 
days for deer season. 


1 % 





k 


BROOK TROUT 
MAKING BABIES 


Rainbow trout and big bruiser browns 
might be beloved, but here in the 
South they carry a bit of outsider 
baggage. The only salmonid na¬ 
tive to the South is the brook trout, 
Salvelinus fontinalis, the beautiful 
“dweller of springs.” 

Mostly limited to headwater 
streams above 3,000 feet, brook 
trout are fall spawners, and this 
month the females are scooping 
out their breeding redds, the males 
are defending their territories, and 
both are ablaze in their breeding 
colors like they’ve stuck their tails 
in an electrical outlet.There’s not a 
more gorgeous fish that swims in 
Southern waters. 
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SOUTHERN 

SQUEALERS 



KAYAK BASS FISHING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 



OKLAHOMA TO 
HUNTERS: MORE 
DOES, PLEASE 


giving the state kudos for its drop 
in the percentage of yearling bucks 
taken by hunters. 

Now, Okie hunters are being 
asked to put their crosshairs on 
more does. Annual doe harvests 
have declined since 2014, from 
40 percent of the total harvest to 
36 percent in 2018. This year the 
state is lengthening the overall 
hunting season by seven days and 
increasing the limit for antlerless 
deer in certain districts. A statewide 
doe harvest education program 
will launch soon. Sounds like it’s 
a great time to invest in a new 




























































ROBB WHEATOM 



FIELD SKILLS 




HOWTO BUILD A FINELY TUNED 
RIFLE FOR THE SOUIRREL WOODS 

By Or. Todd A. Kuhn 



ver the years, plenty of squirrels have fallen to bargain- 
priced, over-the-counter scoped .22s that have ignobly 
begun their careers riding down big-box-store conveyor 
belts among gaudy Halloween decorations and 64-packs 
of toilet paper. But where’s the fun in that? 

This fall, build yourself a tack-driving squirrel slayer of the highest 
order. A rifle so accurate it’ll take the cap off an acorn at 100 yards. A 
gun destined to become so legendary that future generations of squirrels 
will involuntarily quake with fear—an evolutionary response coded 
in their DNA—at the mere sound of it being drawn from its case. 

We decided to build such a rifle. Here’s how it came together. 


SCOPE AND RINGS 

Optics matter when focusing on 
golfball-sized squirrel heads. 
Sadly, hunters often settle for 
commodity optics, which can 
hinder accuracy on small targets. 



STOCK 


Factory stocks are designed to anthropo- 
metrically fit the masses, and no matter 
how hard engineers try, they’re never 
quite perfect. Adding a custom stock 
with a pleasing ergonomic design is 
one of the quickest ways to shrink your 
groups and increase your level of shoot¬ 
ing enjoyment. 

We dropped our barreled action into 
a Boyds Rimfire Hunter laminate stock 
that we treated to a custom abstract camo 
paint job. 

Our Boyds stock features a slender 
wrist for a sure grip and a raised comb 
for a comfortable cheek weld. A thin, 
rubber butt pad protects the aft end of 
the custom stock and three swivel studs 
accommodate any sling or bipod com¬ 
bination. ($152; boydsgunstocks.com) 


TRIGGER 

It’s said that a rifle is only as good as its trigger, and for our ultimate squirrel 
gun we demanded the best. That’s why we went with a Timney RPR, as reli¬ 
able, crisp and clean of a trigger as you’ll find anywhere. 

The RPR is a self-contained, drop-in (no gunsmithing required) two-stage 
model. It’s factory-set with a 1/2-pound first stage and 1-pound second stage. 
However, the first stage is user-adjustable from 8 ounces to 1 pound, and the 
second stage can be set from 8 ounces to 2 pounds. 

The trigger housing is constructed of military-grade 6061 T6 alloy and is 
anodized to fight the harsh elements to which our squirrel rifle will be exposed. 
The sear is heat-treated to 58-60 Rockwell and Teflon-nickel coated for lubricity 
and a dependable, long-lasting life of service. ($139.99; timneytriggers.com) 


FINISH 

While the factory finishes of the components were fine, we just couldn’t 
leave well-enough alone. To ensure everything had a uniform look, 
and to reduce glare while adding a “wow” factor, we opted to have 
the barrel, bolt, receiver, scope and suppressor treated with Cerakote. 
Cerakote is a thin, scratch-resistant, ceramic coating that shields parts 
from the elements and prevents corrosion. ($200; cerakote.com) 
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BARRELED ACTION 

Building the perfect plinker starts 
with a great foundation. Our ultimate 
squirrel slayer started life as a stock, 
nondescript Ruger American Rimfire 
.22 LR bolt action with an 18-inch 
stainless steel threaded barrel. We 
chose the Ruger American for its 
quality of build and pedigree for 
accuracy. 

Its flush-mounted, detachable 
10-round rotary magazine adds to 
the rifle’s overall balance and nimble 
handling. A factory-floated barrel 
contributes to its accuracy, and its 
one-piece aluminum scope rail is 
precision machined into the receiver 
to provide a rock-solid mounting 
base. ($429.99; ruger.com) 


SUPPRESSOR 

Stealth is key in the squirrel woods. 
To muzzle our Ruger’s bark, we 
threaded on a Tactical Solutions 
Axiom suppressor. The 1 - inch-di¬ 
ameter Axiom weighs just 6 ounces, 
thanks in part to lightweight yet 
durable titanium baffles. The split- 
tube design allows for easy removal 
of the baffle stack for cleaning and 
maintenance. It’s compatible with 
rifles chambered in .22 LR, .22 
WMR, .22 Hornet, .17 HMR, .17 
HM2, .17WSM and 5.7x28. ($465; 

tacticalsol.com) (S0 
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We opted for a Leupold VX-3i 
4.5-14x50mm with side focus, which 
we lashed to the rifle with 30 mm me¬ 
dium Wame rings. ($62.49; wamescope 
mounts.com) 

The VX-3i offers a crystal-clear field 
of view and has plenty of power to zoom 
in on tiny targets peeking over a limb or 
around a tree trunk. The 5 Omm obj ective 
offers excellent low-light performance, 
which will be appreciated when hunting 
under thick canopies early or late in the 

day. ($974.99; leupold.com) 


ULTIMATE BUILD ACCESSORIES 

The right gear to use when assembling and maintaining 
your squirrel rifle 

REAL AVID SMART DRIVE 90 

The Real Avid Smart Drive 90 is a 90-piece gunsmithing kit that includes a main 
rubber-gripped driver with magnetic bit holder, a smaller driver for precision 
work, a jeweler's spin top and a 360-degree LED light that helps you see what 
you're working on. The kit comes with virtually every bit you might need for 
working on your gun collection. All pieces come in a durable polycarbonate 
tool case. ($99.99; realavid.com) 

MTM GUN VISE 

With 11 compartments in the base, this injection-molded gun vise lets you 
work on your favorite rifle while keeping all your parts and tools organized 
and handy. The MTM Gun Vise features a fast, single-adjustment clamp that 
offers a secure, non-marring hold. High and low forks give the option of a level 
clamp-up for maintenance or a sloped clamp-up for drainage when performing 
cleaning chores ($54.16; mtmcase-gard.com) 


REAL AVID ACCU-PUNCH HAMMER WITH BRASS & STEEL PIN PUNCHES 

Removing or installing pins on firearms can be frustrating, and many traditional drift punches are not designed to safely remove 
these fasteners without marring them.The Real Avid Accu-Punch Kit includes a hammer (with four interchangeable heads), three 
steel punches, seven brass punches and a pin alignment tool.The kit comes in a handy carrying case. ($49.99; realavid.com) 
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WHITETAILS 



STAY GROUNDED 

No tree? No problem. 
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Ground blinds can be great tools for 
hunting agricultural fields when a 
good tree isn’t available from which 
to hang a treestand. Consider the 
predominant wind direction and set 
it just inside the bordering edge of 
the field, making sure to keep your 
shooting lanes clear. For maximum 
effectiveness, use native foliage and 
even crop trimmings (like corn stalks) 
on and around the blind to help it 
blend in with the surroundings. 


H ood is a powerful force for 

driving movement of southern 
deer in October. The appeal 
of a buffet of home-grown 
groceries in a concentrated area pulls 
deer from long distances. Agricultural 
fields are common throughout the 
South, and they attract deer in big num¬ 
bers, including big bucks. To borrow 
a phrase from a movie, “if you plant 
it, they will come.” 

Even though I understood the prin¬ 
ciple that “good food attracts deer,” 
I vastly underestimated the drawing 


power of ag fields the first time I hunted 
a large soybean field. My host advised 
me to expect “scads of deer” to enter the 
field before dark that evening. I figured 
seeing multiple deer was plausible, but 
that “scads” was likely an exaggeration. 
It was not. 

The secluded beanfield I’d posted 
up on had multiple points and pockets 
around its perimeter. An hour before 
dark, deer began entering the field, does 
first. Then, shortly after sunset, assorted 
bucks began slipping into the beans. 

The landowner had advised me to be 
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patient and wait until nearly dark before 
selecting a target. With literally dozens 
of deer feeding within a couple hundred 
yards of my well-hidden rifle stand, I 
kept a running inventory on the bucks as 
they entered the field. With only a few 
minutes of light left, three big bucks 
stepped into an isolated pocket about 
125 yards away, one of which ended up 
being my best buck that year. 

That long-ago hunt taught me the 
value of ag fields and just how great 
they can be during the early part of the 
season. 


THE LAY OF THE LAND 

Many varieties of crops attract deer. 
Among the most popular are soybeans, 
com, peanuts, sorghum and cotton. It’s 
important, though, to realize that not all 
crops attract deer equally, and each has 
different peak times of attractiveness. 
As hunters with access to a variety of 
ag fields know, you can rotate among 
the various crops and keep seeing deer 
there throughout the fall. 

Despite having the potential to attract 
a lot of deer to a specific area, consis¬ 
tently harvesting deer on agricultural 


GET CLOAKED 

A stealthy approach will help 
you kill more deer. 

Roger Culpepper, a Realtree pro 
staff member from Fortson, Georgia, 
depends on a scent-free approach 
when bowhunting. 

By hanging multiple stands, 
Culpepper is able to pick the right 
stand for the day he is hunting. “HI 
hang at least two stands on the most 
used deer trails, and often multiple 
stands on large fields, to play the wind 
to my advantage,” he says. 

Culpepper continues, “Having the 
wind in my favor is the most important 
factor when selecting a stand. I use 
my knowledge of the predominant 
bedding areas, and the deer's access 
to water adjacent to the field to 
determine where the deer will enter, 
and which stand to hunt.” 

Culpepper also considers the 
time he'll hunt. “Time of day, whether 
hunting morning or afternoon with 
a different sun location, must be a 
consideration. I don't want the sun 
setting right behind my target area 
at prime shooting time.” 

Culpepper says, “Remember when 
hunting ag fields, food is the attraction 
so keep up with what's available. 
Be willing to move your stands as it 
becomes necessary to remain out of 
sight and mind” 

The Georgia native further 
counsels, “The rut is on its way. Big 
bucks often skirt the ag field staying 
just inside the wood line while scent 
checking feeding does in the field; 
have shooting lanes cleared to take 
advantage of that opportunity” 

Culpepper relies on Wildlife 
Research Center products to cloak 
himself from a deer's nose, and wears 
Realtree Edge or Timber patterns to 
melt into the surroundings. Culpepper 
leans on Wildlife Research Center's 
Scent Killer clothing wash and body 
wash and shampoo to minimize the 
chances deer will detect him via their 
sensitive noses. 
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Never lose 
electricity again! 



8 out of 10 buyers choose Generac 
Home Standby Generators to 

automatically provide electricity to 
their homes during power outages. 
GENERAC Home Standby Generators 
start at just $1,999* 


CALL for FREE Generator 
Buyer’s Guide and... 


Limited Time BONUS OFFER! 


GENERAC 



*Price does not include installation. 


‘Built in tire USA using 
domestic and foreign parts 
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FreeGeneratorGuide.com 



with the 
Stainless Steel 


BurnCage 


'ERFECT FOR: 
Sensitive financial c 
All burnable househ 


ocuments 
old waste * 


Old leaves and branches 


STAINLESS STEEL is light, durable, and 
portable (folds for easy storage). 


PERFORATED CONSTRUCTION maximizes ° 

o 

airflow and traps embers. ™ 
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1600° TEMPERATURES 


x 

Q 



mean more 
thorough 
burning 
with less 
ash. 


* Always check 
local ordinances 
before burning. 


Available in 3 Sizes! 
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Field edges are a favorite route for 
bucks as the impending rut shows 
signs of kicking off. These easy-to- 




fields is not a given. The truth is, deer 
don’t randomly show up and walk into 
a bean or corn field to feed. 

Understanding the travel routes a deer 
takes from its home areas surrounding 
the field to the feeding ground itself is 
crucial. When devising a hunting strat¬ 
egy, consider both the field and the area 
around it when determining where deer 
are likely to enter. Where is the bedding 
cover? Where are the security areas? 
Where do deer water? And, of course, 
what spots provide protective access 
to the crop field? Satellite maps are an 
invaluable tool for identifying these 
habitat features and should be used to 
determine likely travel corridors. 

Verify your digital recon by physically 
checking the field edges on foot or on an 
ATV if ample space exits between the 
woods and the crop. If hoofing it, use 
rubber boots to be scent free and walk 
the perimeter during the middle of the 
day when deer are less active. 

Oft-used entry points are easy to 
identify as they are well-worn in most 
instances. In addition to entry points, 
look for heavily browsed areas in bean- 
fields and other leafy crops. These are 
easily visible and can be prime areas to 


hunt the day you find them. 

By October, the pre-rut and rut period 
are pending, and the woody borders of ag 
fields that does frequent are prime spots 
for bucks to make scrapes. A stealthy 
stroll around the field edge will help 
you identify these areas. 

Late-evening windshield scouting 
(scanning fields with binoculars while 
driving to check distant corners and 
pockets), will help you verify deer-use 
areas prior to hunting. Knowing where 
deer enter the field and the location of 
scrapes or other deer sign provides you 
with target areas to watch when plan¬ 
ning stand sites. 


TREESTAND TIPS 

There are several things to take into 
account when determining just where 
to hang a stand. Stand placement must 
be relative to where deer naturally enter 
the field, of course, but stealthy ingress 
and egress routes and the prevailing 
wind in the area are crucial factors to 
take into consideration. 

The first thing to determine is whether 
a stand will be used primarily for bow¬ 
hunting or rifle hunting. If bowhunting, 
you’ve got to be close to where deer enter 
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SAFETY FIRST 

Hawk offers both a lifeline 
and full-body fall arrest 
harness designed to keep 
hunters safe. 

Every year, hundreds of hunters are 
injured and some even killed from falls 
from a treestand. Staying harnessed 
and connected from the moment you 
leave the ground until you return to 
terra firma is the only way to hunt 
safely. 

Hawk offers both a safety line 
and a full-body, fall-arrest harness 
to keep you safe while hunting 
elevated. The Hawk Safety-Line 
($49.99; hawkhunting.com) keeps 
you connected at all times, even while 
climbing. It is 30-feet long and is 
simple to install.The safety line is a 
quality unit and built to last years. 

The Hawk Elevate Lite Safety 
Harness is a particularly lightweight 
(1.8 pounds) harness that's easy to 
put on. The lightweight design lets 
hunters move easily while remaining 
safely tethered to the tree. The Elevate 
Lite comes with a linemen's belt, 
suspension relief device and tree 
belt.The 300-pound capacity harness 
is available in Chaos Camo and retails 
for $109. -Dr. Todd A. Kuhn 



Meet the Watch That Shook 
Up Switzerland 

A watch that revolutionized 
timekeeping at a price 
equally as radical. 

n the history of timepieces, few 
moments are more important 
than the creation of the world’s 
first Piezo timepiece. First 
released to the public in 
1969, the watch turned 
the entire industry on its 
head, ushering in a new 
era of timekeeping. It’s 
this legacy that we’re ! 
honoring with the 
Timemaster Watch , 
available only through 
Stauer at a price only we 
can offer. | , 

The result of ten 
years of research and 
development by some of 
the world’s top engineers, 
they discovered that when 
you squeeze a certain 
type of crystal, it generates 
a tiny electric current. 

And, if you pass electricity 
through the crystal, it vibrates 
at a precise frequency-exactly 
32,768 times each second. When 
it came on the market, the Piezo 
watch was the most dependable 
timepiece available, accurate to 0.2 
seconds per day. Today, it’s still 
considered a spectacular advance 
in electrical engineering. a 

Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed. Spend some time 
with this engineering masterpiece fo 
one month. If you’re not convinced you 

got excellence for less, simply send it back within 30 days for a refund 
of the item price. But we’re betting this timekeeping pioneer is a keeper. 

Timemaster Piezo Watch $299 * 

Offer Code Price Only $39 + S&P Save $260 
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Rating of A+ 



AFFAIRS 

ACCREDITED 




1 - 800 - 333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: TPW229-01 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 


^ 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. TPW229-01 

vAUv t Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW.Stauer.COHl 

• Precision Piezo electric movement • Stainless steel caseback and crown 
• Cotswold® mineral crystal • Crocodile embossed leather strap fits wrists 6 M"-8 

• Date window display • Water resistant to 3 ATM 

^Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.® 



























the biggest Internet portal, 
providing you various content: 
brand new books, trending movies, 
fresh magazines, hot games, 
recent software, latest music releases. 


Unlimited satisfaction one low price 
Cheap constant access to piping hot media 
Protect your downloadings from Big brother 

Safer, than torrent-trackers 

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction 


All languages 
Brand new content 

One site 



AvaxHome - Your End Place 


We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu 







TERRY MADEWELL (TOP AMD BOTTOM) 
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Not all agricultural fields are equal. 
The seasonality of the crops, and the 
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with a sense of security, contribute 
greatly to their use. “ 


and feed in the field. Select a stand site 
with wind, sun angle and concealment 
in mind. The prevailing wind shouldn't 
blow past you into the woods where deer 
are holed up prior to feeding time, nor 
should it blow your scent into the field 
itself. Ideally, the sun will set behind 
you while you’re in your stand and the 
tree will offer ample concealment for 
a stealthy draw of your bow. 

If using a rifle, you’ll likely be able 
to effectively hunt a much larger area. 
Keep in mind that bucks prefer to enter 
fields from isolated areas that offer them 
good visibility and the option for a quick 


'- 1 ' ' 


■ ' ■„ ii - > ■ ■. i’ “ TJt 

-c, • V 


retreat to safety if things don’t seem 
right. Preferred entry points include 
secluded “U-shaped” pockets of the 
field and remote comers or “L-shaped 
bends in the field. Ditches and depres¬ 
sions leading into the field also offer 
great travel routes for bucks bent on 
remaining out of sight, as do thickets, 
hedgerows and old fence lines. 

The bottom line for hunting an ag¬ 
ricultural field from any stand should 
be choosing a spot that enables you to 
focus on an area of known use, all the 
while remaining inconspicuous to the 
deer as they enter the field to feed. <Jj> 


REMOTE CONTROL 



Moultrie's newest cellular 
cams provide crystal-clear 
recon at a reasonable price. 

Knowing when and where deer enter 
ag fields is made much easier with 
a cellular trail camera that transmits 
images and videos to a device. 
Traditionally, these cams have been 
expensive to purchase and operate, 
but Moultrie’s new XV-6000 (the V is 
for Verizon; the XA-6000 is identical 
and runs on AT&T’s network) offers 
hunters an inexpensive alternative, 
with an MSRP of $119 and data plans 
that start at $4.99 (moultriefeeders. 
com). 

The camera is controlled remotely 
with the Moultrie Mobile app, which 
offers a variety of sorting and tagging 
options for simple browsing of 
your photos and videos. It shoots 
16-megapixel images and HD video 
and features a .9-second trigger 
speed and 70-foot flash range. Now, 
monitoring the action in your favorite 
ag field in real-time is a simple and 
inexpensive affair (moultriefeeders. 
com). -Dr. Todd A. Kuhn 
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HUNTING SQUIRRELS WITH A PARTNER CAN HELP YOU FILL 
TWO LIMITS QUICKER THAN YOU COULD FILL JUST ONE. 

By Jimmy Jacobs 


O he sun creeps above the hori¬ 
zon as the fall woodlands come 
alive. A few songbirds twitter 
about while the cawing of 
crows echoes from the distance. Leaves 
on the ground rustle, perhaps signaling 
the otherwise silent passing of a white- 
tail deer. Or could it be one of the squir¬ 
rels you are targeting, scratching around 
in the leaf litter? 

Then you get a glimpse of a bushytail 
on the ancient oak den tree you’ve been 
watching. Before you can raise your fire¬ 
arm to draw a bead, the squirrel, exhibit¬ 
ing its sixth sense for detecting nearby 
danger, disappears around to the other 
side of the trunk. You wait patiently, but 
your quarry does not reappear. 

This is a scenario every squirrel hunter 
has faced. These animals are masters at 
using the trees to turn invisible, and you 


are at a great disadvantage when it comes 
to matching your senses with theirs. 

But, as the old saying goes, two heads 
are better than one—and four eyes and 
ears are better than two of each. Taking 
to the woods with a hunting buddy can 
go a long way to leveling the playing 
field when pursuing bushytails. 

THE BASICS 

At the heart of it, hunting squirrels in 
tandem has a lot in common with hunt¬ 
ing them solo. Deciding on the firearm 
you’ll use and picking a place and time 
to hunt involve the same challenges, 
regardless of the number of hunters. 

In the simplest terms, choosing your 
gun usually boils down to whether or 
not there are still leaves on the trees. If 
there are, a shotgun is the better choice 
since clear, uncluttered shots are less 


likely. Once the trees are bare, longer 
shots become necessary to keep from 
spooking the quarry. That’s when it pays 
to switch to a .22 rifle. 

Identifying where to hunt means 
finding areas in which the squirrels 
are actively feeding. Look for busted 
nut fragments or skinned pinecones on 
the ground, as well as leaf nests or den 
trees. Places that are rich with activity 
can produce shots at multiple squirrels 
without needing to change locations. 

In terms of timing, getting in the 
woods around dawn or at dusk is the 
ticket to finding the animals moving 
and feeding. 

THE SET UP 

Once you’ve identified the feeding area 
or den tree on which you plan to con¬ 
centrate your hunt, it’s time to pick your 
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KILLER CALLS 

Put more bushytails in your 
game vest by speaking their 
language. 

FLEXTONE OL’ BUSHYTAIL 

The 01’ Bushytail (above) offers four 
realistic calls in one. You can bark, 
whine, alarm chatter or make a distress 
call, and strike up a conversation with 
all the fox or gray squirrels in the area. 
($14.99; flextonegamecalls.com) 

HAYDEL’S MR. SQUIRREL WHISTLE 

The Mr. Squirrel Whistle imitates the 
distress call of a young squirrel. It 
excites adult squirrels, making them 
bark and, at times, move toward your 
location. ($12.95; haydels.com) 


HUNTERS SPECIALTIES 
SQUIRREL CALL 

This call imitates both fox and gray 
squirrels and makes realistic barks, 
chatter, alarm calls and distress calls. 
($11.99; hunterspec.com) 



PRIMOS SQUIRREL BUSTER 

From the distress squeal of a young 
squirrel to the chatter of fox and gray 
squirrels,this call (above) reproduces 
all five calls of the gray and fox squirrels’ 
language. ($13.99; primos.com) 


QUAKER BOY SCOLDER 
SQUIRREL CALL 

With the Scolder Squirrel Call you can 
effortlessly create realistic squirrel 
barks and chatter. To operate, tap 
the bellows with your fingers or leg or 
on the ground next to you. ($12.99; 
quakerboy.com) 
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stand. If your target is a den tree, you and your 
hunting partner should position yourselves on 
opposite sides. Should a squirrel spot either of 
you, it most likely will scamper around the trunk, 
providing the other hunter a shot. The same is true 
for hunting a stand of forage trees. Additionally, 
bracketing the sides offers the best chance for spot¬ 
ting a bushytail that is lying flat on top of a limb. 

To get a better view of the upper portion of a den 
tree in hilly country, hunters usually move onto a 
hillside for better visibility. But that can mean shoot¬ 
ing straight across the valley at eye level, which is 
obviously a bad idea if your partner is posted up on 
the opposite slope. You’re better off with both of 
you down in the valley, shooting up into the tree. 

Additionally, be sure to take the sun into con¬ 
sideration when positioning yourselves. Having a 
north-to-south set up is best. That way, regardless 
of whether you are hunting at dawn or dusk, neither 
of you will be staring into the glare of the sun. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Some hunters who don’t pursue squirrels tend to 
think these critters are not much of a challenge 
to hunt. That idea is based on their interactions 
with the semi-tame bushytails they encounter in 
backyards and parks. 

The wild cousins of those suburban squirrels 
are a different animal altogether. In the woods, 
a squirrel that is not alert and suspicious of ev¬ 
erything will quickly end up as a meal for some 
predator. Hunting rural bushytails calls for real 
stealth and trickery. 




YDUTH BUNS 

Two smart choices for young hunters 

Introducing children to hunting by way of the squirrel woods is 
a great way to turn them into lifelong sportsmen. However, the 
experience must be enjoyable. Expecting a kid to tote a big 
adult gun isn’t reasonable. Here are two great options for kids. 

ROSSI MATCHED PAIR .410/.22 

As you might guess from its name, this convertible dual threat 
can be either a .410 shotgun or a .22-caliber long rifle. The 
barrels swap quickly and effortlessly, making this a great choice 
for young hunters.The break action operates easily and enables 


children to load and unload it themselves. A cross-bolt safety 
keeps the gun from being discharged by accident The firearm 
is light, weighing about 4 pounds, and is available in matte 
black, green, tan or gray. ($219.95; rossiusa.com) 

GAMO SWARM MAGNUM 10X GEN 2 

Pellet guns are a great carry for kids. The scoped, .22-caliber 
GAMO Swarm (above) cocks easily and loads automatically. 
It’s exceptionally accurate and more than capable of killing a 
squirrel. It features both a manual safety and automatic cocking 
safety system and weighs less than 7 pounds. The gas piston 
cocking system produces pellet speeds of 1,300 feet per second. 
($279.99; gamousa.com) -Dr.Todd A. Kuhn 
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As to the latter, the use of squirrel 
calls can be very beneficial (see sidebar, 
page 41). Piquing the animal’s curios- 
ity with a call they are used to hearing 
from other squirrels can lead it to make 
a fatal error of judgement and reveal 
its location. 

With regard to stealth, remaining still 
and quiet is important, though when 
hunting with a partner, there can arise 
situations in which you need to com¬ 
municate. Calling out to each other will 
send the squirrels diving into the hollows 
of the trees. That’s why, when setting 
up, you need to have a clear line of 
sight to your partner. Before heading 
into the woods, establish some simple 
hand signals to use as communication. 
That way you can alert each other to the 
presence of the quarry and guide one 
another on where to look. Just be sure 
to keep the signals simple to require as 
little movement at possible. 


WHIP UP A 
SQUIRREL BUG 

Try this favorite recipe from 
an outdoor scribe. 

Once you’ve bagged your squirrels, it’s 
time to create a tasty treat. My favorite 
bushytail recipe is from the late W. 
Horace Carter of Hawthorne, Fla. 
Carter was an accomplished squirrel 
hunter, newspaper publisher, outdoor 
writer and Pulitzer Prize winner. 


Ingredients: 

2 squirrels, cut into pieces 
2 quarts water 
2 cups uncooked white rice 
1 pound cured link sausage 
Salt and pepper 

Preparation: 

Cook the squirrels in water in a 
stockpot until the meat separates 
from the bones. Discard the bones 
and return the meat to the cooking 
liquid, adding more water if necessary 
to maintain at least 4 cups. Add rice 
and sausage, then cook at a low 
boil for 30 minutes or until the rice 
is tender and the liquid has been 
absorbed. Season with salt and 
pepper. Serves four. 
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The deer hunt. A timeless American tradition. Outdoor and Sportsman celebrate 
#DeerWeek, featuring seven straight nights of our all-time favorite buck hunts. 
Co-hosts Jeff Danker and Tyler Farr will be on hand to welcome the new season. 
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By Mike Marsh 



D heir calls were distinctive, 

those first faint honks not dis¬ 
similar to the barks of a distant 
dog. Coming downriver from 
the north, their vocalizations allowed 
me to track their progress without hav¬ 
ing to look up as I engaged them in 
conversation with my R. H. Jensen call. 
They slipped east until they were back¬ 
lit by the mid-morning sun. It nearly 
blinded me when I dared to peek over 
the edge of the boat blind. 

3 = The trio locked wings. A final finisher 

nr 

1 call had their feet stretching for the water 
I when I rose to shoot. Three shots fired, 


three Canada geese on the water. As I 
sent my Lab, Tinkerbell, to fetch them, 
I thought back to when any goose I 
encountered on a hunt was likely to be 
a migratory bird, and even they were as 
scarce as, well, geese teeth back in the 
1970s and early 1980s. Today, resident 
goose hunting offers great sport for those 
willing to put the effort in. 

THE RISE OF THE RESIDENTS 

Non-migratory geese have their own 
seasons that start earlier and last longer 
than those for naturally migrating birds. 
Their ancestors were live decoys used 


by waterfowl hunters who eventually 
lost their migratory instincts. 

As live decoys were outlawed, their 
owners set them free. Flocks grew over 
decades until wildlife agencies began 
capturing them and stocking them in 
the 1980s. Since migratory game birds 
cannot be bought or sold, state wildlife 
agencies exchanged them for restoration 
projects for other game and furbearer 
species. States that had abundant non- 
migratory Canada geese flocks captured 
some of them and traded them to other 
states for wildlife, including otters 
and white-tailed deer. These stockings 
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1. Geese leave roost on pond at dawn to feed in agricultural area. 

2. Birds use river as a “highway.” 

3. Set blind on a transition point with decoys in river and on land. Use natural cover for blind. 

4. Hunt downwind/downstream ends of islands from natural cover or boat blind. Set decoys on land and water. 

5. Hunt pasture or stubble from ditch cover or layout blind. Set field decoys. 

6. Geese may return to roost mid-morning along same route, so stay put. 


Resident geese 
are creatures of habit. 

Their movements are 
oftentimes predictable. Here's 
a typical hunt scenario. Tailor your 
setup to your hunting situation. 



CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
BOOT 

Your choice of footwear can 
be the difference between an 
enjoyable hunt and misery. 

Resident Canada goose seasons are 
among the earliest waterfowl hunting 
opportunities in the South. As such, 
trudging through soggy swamps and 
bogs in warm weather is the norm. 

Built for superior fit and comfort, 
the Dryshod Southland keeps feet 
cool and dry in warm temperatures. 
The waterproof neoprene boot has 
rubber overlays and is uninsulated. 
The mesh lining with added micro-dot 
perforations wicks away moisture and 
allows more airflow than traditional 
linings. ($169.95; dryshodusa.com) 
-Dr. Todd A. Kuhn 


continued until the latter part of the 
1980s. At that time resident and non¬ 
resident Canada geese had the same 
hunting regulations. 

Non-migratory Canada geese became 
so well established that the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service began allowing 
the various states to hold special sea¬ 
sons. Today, liberalized bag limits and 
hunting methods, electronic calls, ex¬ 
tended shooting hours and special zones 
for hunting resident geese are allowed. 
During seasons the USFWS establishes 
for migratory Canada geese, regulations 
are more restrictive to protect to those 
birds, yet resident geese are still avail¬ 
able for harvest under those regulations. 
Banding studies were used to establish 
the presence of migratory C anada geese 
in certain areas at specific times and only 
a USFWS band or neck collar will tell a 
hunter for sure that a harvested Canada 
goose is a migratory bird. 

ACQUIRING YDUR TARGETS 

The best way to locate flocks of resident 
geese to hunt is by contacting the state 
game agency, local wildlife officer or 
local agriculture department representa¬ 
tive to learn where farmers are having 
problems with geese. Another tactic is 
to drive country roads and scout. Geese 
are prominent on the landscape and easy 
to see when they are swimming in a lake 
or pond or feeding in a pasture or grain 
field, whether in the spring and summer 
when crops are sprouting or in fall and 


winter after harvest. They are also loud 
enough to hear from long distances. 

Once you locate the birds, knock on 
some doors to ask for hunting permis¬ 
sion. Many landowners would like to see 
at least some geese removed if they are 
a problem on their land. I’ve had land- 
owners show me exactly where geese 
are roosting, where they fly out in the 
morning and where they feed during 
the day. I’ve also had landowners call 
others who were having problems with 
the same geese to help coordinate hunts 
on their ground, too. 

It makes it easy when folks are un¬ 
locking gates and showing you where 
cattle, horses and other livestock are 
likely to be at the times you will be 
hunting. They might even move livestock 
to facilitate your hunt. This not only 
guarantees the safety of the animals, it 
ensures they won’t ruin the hunt. 

DOWN ON THE FARM 

Flaystacks, hay bales, farm equipment, 
sheds, shelters—anything geese are fa¬ 
miliar seeing on a piece of property 
can make a good blind. Depending on 
available cover, you might get away 
with leaving your layout blinds at home. 

I enjoy using a retriever on a field 
hunt, but there are hazards. Be on the 
lookout for chemical containers (pesti¬ 
cides, herbicides, etc.) and application 
area warning signs. Mules, donkeys 
and burros have an instinctive hatred 
of canines, and even horses can exhibit 
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defensive responses to strange dogs. 
Pastures typically have barbed wire 
fences. A crippled goose might run right 
through one while a dog chasing it can 
be injured. On water hunts, alligators 
might pose threats. Before sending your 
dog into the water, ask the landowner 
if they are present. Then, double check 
for yourself. 

Small boats may be the best bet for 
hunting farm-country waters, especially 
if you don’t have a retriever. The trick is 
hiding the boat with natural vegetation 
and keeping your face covered with a 
mesh facemask. Even farm geese shy 
away from a human face in a strange 
place or the glint of sunlight off a boat 
that wasn’t there the day before. 

Big decoy spreads are seldom nec¬ 
essary. A half-dozen to three dozen is 
usually enough because, if you have 
done your homework, you’ll set them 
right where you watched geese land 
during the scout. 

PUBLIC HUNTS 

Due to competition, success is trickier on 
public waters; nevertheless, large lakes 
and rivers have tremendous potential. 



The author hefts a pair of Canada geese he 
harvested while hunting a river point along a 
transitional area. 

Fishing them in the summer reveals 
where geese nest and feed with their 
broods on islands and shorelines. Hunt in 
those same areas once the goose season 
opens, either by boat blind or from a 
shore blind, and you’ll likely fill a limit 
in short order. 

It’s the geese at parks, golf courses 
and retention ponds where no hunting 
is allowed that give hunters adrenaline 


shakes without providing what appears 
to be much opportunity. However, there 
are places where these same geese fly 
above public water as they trade between 
resting and feeding areas. Following 
them in a boat or vehicle reveals their 
movement patterns. Finding even a tiny 
spot where they fly over huntable water 
or land can result in a great hunt. 

One of the strangest resident Canada 
hunts I’ve participated in took place on 
a small, 90-acre lake open only to water¬ 
front property owners and their guests. 
The lake held hundreds of geese that 
soiled docks, boats, patios and lawns. I 
learned about the hunt through an article 
in the town newspaper. 

Resident Canada geese might initially 
seem ignorant of hunters’ ways, but they 
wise up fast. If you can get more than 
one hunt out of a flock, you have done 
well. One year, at a national wildlife 
refuge I frequented, an unlimited entry 
permit was in effect all of September. 
Anyone who paid a small fee for the 
permit could participate. However, 
hunters who lived nearby and could 
scout the geese daily claimed the best 
hunting spots on opening day, and the 
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hunting cooled off considerably after the 
first couple of days. 

It was during a late segment, though, 
when duck season was also open, that 
Tinkerbell and I had what would turn out 
to be the grizzled old girl’s final goose 
hunt. I had heard where the geese were 
roosting on two different mornings while I 
was setting up for ducks, but they left the 
marsh before legal shooting time. 

By mid-morning, everyone else had 
picked up and gone home. However, I had 
set three Canada goose decoys 30 yards 
away from my duck dekes and waited out 
an ebbing tide, hoping the resident geese 
would return before low water forced my 
exit. My hunch paid off. 

Tinker retrieved the first goose in the 
decoys and the second one 200 yards 
downstream. The river current was strong 
as I used whistles and hand signals to 
handle the 52-pound Lab to the third goose 
after it had drifted 500 yards from where I 
had shot it. Panting hard from swimming 
back against the current while pushing a 
10-pound goose in her mouth, Tinker even¬ 
tually made it aboard and shook herself 
dry. What a morning. What a retrieve. It 
had been certainly been worth the wait, d? 



LAYOUT TO FOOL 
RESIDENT GEESE 

Low-profile layout blinds help conceal you 
while keeping you dry. 


Resident geese have a knack for shying away from 
tall grass and reeds that might otherwise provide 
the ideal shoreline blind. When natural cover isn't 
getting it done, it's time to go low. 

The ALPS Legend Layout Blind (available in 
Tan or Realtree MAX-5) has an innovative zero- 
gravity chair design that keeps the hunter 
up off the ground while allowing for a 
minimal profile. A padded headrest 
and waterproof tarpaulin floor keep 
the user dry and comfortable. 

The blind comes fully assembled 
with backpack straps for fast and 
easy transport Stubble straps 
are integrated throughout the 
exterior for adding natural 
vegetation for concealment. 

The generous cockpit opening 
will accommodate hunters of 
all sizes. ($299.99; alpsbrands. 
com) -Dr. Todd A. Kuhn 



Atrue Micro-Mauser 
action, the CZ 527 is a 
controlled-round feed bolt 
action designed for small 
centerfire chamberings. 
From 17 Hornet and 223 up to 
7.62x39 and 6.5 Grendel, this 
handy little rifle is equipped 
with our stellar single set 
trigger and legendary cold 
hammer-forged barrel, making 
it the ultimate small-caliber 
hunting and plinking platform. 
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ass whereabouts are determined 
by the most primitive bio¬ 
logical demands—food and 
procreation, and no matter the 
time of year, bass behavior and location 
will be driven by those needs. In the 
spring, largemouths will be shallow for 
the spawn. In summer, some will stay 
in the shallows—usually around heavy 
cover—while others seek more temper¬ 
ate waters a bit deeper, often in the cool, 
oxygen-rich layer known as the ther- 
mocline. These deeper fish will make 
feeding forays into the shallows or smash 
schools of bait offshore. 

But in the fall things are often more 
challenging. On waters that stratify, 
cooling autumn weather will break 
up the layers through a process called 
“fall turnover.” Where bass had been 
restricted to the top 15 to 25 feet of the 


water column, they now can roam much 
deeper or move shallower in search of 
better conditions and feeding opportu¬ 
nities. Just where you choose to look 
for them should be determined by the 
forage available in your favorite fishery. 



SHAD 

On many or most of the lakes and res¬ 
ervoirs around the South, shad is king 
when it comes to fall bass forage. Major 
League Fishing pro Kelly Jordon has 
an interesting theory that explains why. 
“After fall turnover, the water quality 


on the main lake is not good,” Jordan 
says. “Oxygen levels are down, and the 
shad move into the creeks to find better 
water. Some bass follow them there, 
but a lot of the fish caught in creeks 
during the fall are resident fish that are 
gorging themselves on shad that have 
come to them.” 

The Texan’s favorite bait for this 
pattern is a topwater—the Lucky Craft 
Gunfish 115 in Ghost Minnow. He 
throws it on 30-pound-test braid with 
no leader, spooled onto a Duckett Fishing 
Paradigm CWx 200 casting reel (8:1 
gear ratio) lashed to Duckett 7-foot-6 
medium-heavy Pro Series rod. 

“I usually walk the bait pretty fast,” 
Jordon says, “but 1 let the fish tell me 
how they want it each day, and I keep 
my eyes open for schools of shad or 
feeding bass.” 
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Jordon’s advanced tip for this pattern 
is to watch for birds. “Keep your eyes 
to the sky,” he says. “The blue heron is 
the best angler in the world. If you see 
a few of them in the area, something’s 
going on.” 





CRAYFISH 

Tennessee pro Brandon Lester competes 
on the Bassmaster Elite Series and gravi¬ 
tates to the same creeks Jordon likes in 
October. But Lester believes the better 
quality fish in this scenario are relating 
to hard cover like docks and laydowns. 


What’s more, he believes they’re feed¬ 
ing on crayfish. 

“Everywhere there’s bass, there’s 
crayfish,” Lester says, “and the bass 
in the creeks that are holding on hard 
cover are often bigger than those out 
chasing shad in the open water. Big 
fish are lazy!” 

Lester’s weapon of choice when tar¬ 
geting these fish is an X Zone Lures Pro 
Series Adrenaline Bug Craw (Green 
Pumpkin Black Flake). He Texas rigs it 
behind a 1 /4-ounce tungsten sinker on a 
4/0 Mustad Grip-Pin Max Flippin’ Hook 
and pitches it on 20-pound Vicious Pro 
Elite Fluorocarbon, a 7-foot-6 heavy 
action flipping rod and high-speed cast¬ 
ing reel. 

“You need to really pick apart the 
cover in fall,” Lester says. “Five or six 
presentations to one small laydown is not 
too many. Fish the bait slowly. Fall can 



Professional bass angler Kelly Jor¬ 
dan’s October game plan includes 
locating shad (and subsequent 
bass) as they move into creeks 
searching for better water quality. 










— 5*. 


be a tough time, and you want to work 
the good spots over very thoroughly. It 
can mean a big fish when everyone else 
is catching small ones.” 



BLUEGILLS 

Speaking of big bass, “I’ve caught some 
o f the biggest bass in my life by fishing 
around bluegill in the fall.” That’s the 
testimony of Bass Pro Tour pro and 
Alabama resident Greg Vinson, who 
believes that where he finds fall panfish, 
he’ll also find fall bass. 

“Depending on your lake type, you’ll 
find fall bluegill on the outside edge 
of shallow weed beds, in the shade of 
boat docks or around shoreline grass 
and brush,” Vinson says. “Rest assured, 
bass will always be close by.” 

And to catch them, Vinson likes a 
topwater bait he can get through the 
heavy cover and skip under the docks. 
His choice is the Scum Frog Launch 
Frog in Bluegill or Dusk. He throws it 
on 50-pound Seaguar Smackdown Braid 
(Stealth Gray), a 7-foot-4 heavy-action 
casting rod and high-speed casting reel. 

“A quiet entry of the bait can be really 
important at times,” Vinson says, “so 
sometimes I’ll cast up on the bank and 
ease the bait into the water. You might 
also be surprised at how far back in shal¬ 
low pockets you can find quality bass. 
Even in the flattest coves with just two 
or three feet of water, they’ll be there 
and they’ll eat. Don’t turn around just 
because your trolling motor is kicking 
up mud.” 



GOLDEN SHINERS 

“The golden shiner is such a cool species 
and really underrated as bass forage,” 
says University of Florida professor Dr. 
Mike Allen. He should know. Dr. Allen 
has studied all manner of fish throughout 
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his stellar career and is rightly considered 
one of the top bass experts in the world. 

One reason the golden shiner is un¬ 
derrated as bass forage is that it lives 
in many if not most of the waters that 
hold bass from Florida north to Canada 
and west to Texas. If your fishery has 
a fair amount of vegetation, there’s an 
excellent chance that golden shiners 
are on the bass’ menu—but few anglers 
realize this. 

To catch shiner-eating bass in the fall, 
Allen looks to the outside edges of weed 
beds and throws a hefty swimbait. He’s 
not after numbers with this pattern, but 
big fish—maybe the bass of the year, or 
even a lifetime. 

His lure of choice is the LiveTarget 
Golden Shiner Swimbait in the 5.5-, 6.5- 
or 8-inch size. He throws it on 30-pound 
Spiderwire Stealth braid with a 4-foot 
length of monofilament or fluorocarbon 
leader. His rod is a 7-foot-ll Shimano 
Crucial B Swimbait casting rod paired 
with a Shimano Calcutta reel. 

“The key is to slow down when fish¬ 
ing those outside weed edges,” Allen 
says. “Get your bait down five feet 
deep or more, and don’t hesitate to cast 
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parallel to the edge and live to eight feet away from 
the vegetation. You might hit a point or isolated patch 
that holds a big fish.” 




BLUEBACK HERRING 

An invasive species in most of our fresh waters, the 
blueback herring is nonetheless important in many 
waters throughout the South. Oklahoma's James Elam 
of the Bass Pro Tour knows it’s a mistake to ignore 
blueback herring in fall. 

When he sees evidence of herring on the surface, 
Elam knows bass are close by. To catch them, he goes 
“old school” with a big Cotton Cordell Pencil Popper 
on 50-pound Seaguar Smackdown Braid with a 1-foot 
length of 20-pound fluorocarbon leader. He casts it on a 
6-foot-10 medium-heavy Shimano Curado casting rod 
and Shimano Metanium MGL 150 B (8.1:1). 

“Eventually you're going to be in the right place at 
the right time and run into them,” Elam says. “When 
you do, it can be the most exciting fishing of the 
entire year.” d> 


SHALLOW SONAR? 

Even in skinny water, sonar can help you catch fish. 

To hear Kelly Jordon talk about fishing the back ends of pockets and 
creeks, watching for shad and feeding bass in the fall, you might 
think it’s the last place an angler would need sonar. You’d be wrong. 

“My Humminbird SOLIX is always on,” Jordon says, “even when 
my trolling motor is hitting bottom. I use MEGA Side Imaging* to 
find areas with a harder bottom that will concentrate the shad 
and bass, and I use it to find balls of shad on days when the wind 
prevents me from seeing them at the surface or when they’re too 
deep to spot visually.” 

The SOLIX is also the perfect tool for locating the ditches, channels 
or submerged cover that hold bass about to terrorize a school of 
shad. Instead of waiting for the baitfish or bass to show themselves, 
an angler can make precise presentations to high-percentage targets. 
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DESTINATIONS 



ordered by Lake Salvador to 
the north and Barataria Bay 
on the Gulf of Mexico about 
40 miles to the southeast, 
Louisiana’s Barataria Estuary offers 
anglers some of the best inshore salt¬ 
water fishing in North America, all in 
a beautiful wilderness setting just south¬ 
west of the Big Easy, 

“We’re about 19 miles south of New 
Orleans,” says Theophile Bourgeois IV 
of Bourgeois Fishing Charters, based out 
of the town of Barataria, “We can see 
the city across the marshes when we’re 
fishing. Just outside that metropolitan 
area, we have such a lush natural en¬ 
vironment with so many fish, bird and 
animal species,” 

As the son and namesake of a legend¬ 
ary, now deceased, fishing guide from 
this area, Theophile grew up fishing these 
rich waters. Between Lake Salvador and 
Barataria Bay, anglers can fish unlim¬ 
ited ponds, bayous and other waters for 
various species. These delta marshes 
create ideal nursery grounds for redfish, 
speckled trout, flounder and more that 
feast upon shrimp, crabs, small fish and 
other briny morsels. 


North of the estuary near Luling, 
the Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion 
Project diverts some Mississippi River 
water into Lake Cataouatche in an at¬ 
tempt to restore the habitat to how it 
looked a century ago when the northern 
part of the estuary was largemouth bass 
country. In fact, Kevin Van Dam won 
a Bassmaster Classic by fishing Lake 
Cataouatche, which flows into Lake 
Salvador. In many places, particularly 
north of the town of Lafitte, anglers 
frequently catch bass and redfish on the 
same lures in the same places. 

RUN UPON REDFISH 

At times, sportsmen can see huge schools 
of redfish ravaging mullets and other 
baitfish in the deeper waters of Lake 
Salvador, Barataria Bay and other places 
in the estuary. In the fall, though, redfish 
generally move into the shallow marshy 
ponds. The spot-tailed marsh maraud¬ 
ers habitually get in water so shallow 
that their coppery backs protrude from 
the surface. In the ponds, reds gorge 
themselves on shrimp, fish and crabs 
before winter hits. 

“The fall is a great time to fish for 


redfish in the Barataria Estuary,” says 
Bourgeois. “Any of the ponds and bayous 
north of Barataria Bay should hold good 
redfish numbers. Some better places 
include the Bayou Dupont area, Airplane 
Bay, Round Lake and Lake Laurier. 
We look for good, clean moving water 
draining the ponds out of some trenasses 
(ditches). We also look for baitfish. On 
a falling tide, I like to fish a drain where 
it’s coming out of the marshy ponds or 
work the grassy points.” 

Anglers can catch redfish many ways. 
A popular method, dangling live shrimp 
or soft-plastic shrimp imitations under 
popping corks, has filled many limits 
over the years. Spoons, j ig heads tipped 
with plastic trailers and spinnerbaits all 
work in the shallow ponds, too. As the 
water cools, redfish turn more aggres¬ 
sive, and nothing excites south Louisiana 
anglers like big redfish erupting on top- 
water baits. 

“Sometimes we spank the redfish on 
gold spoons,” Bourgeois says. “Silver 
or bronze colors also work. I always 
keep a top water bait tied to one line. 
There’s nothing better than watching a 
big redfish explode on a topwater bait.” 
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MUST-HAVE GEAR 

Bringing your own tackle? Here's what to pack. 

Most guides provide all the bait and tackle their clients will need. If you want to 
bring your own, most tackle used for largemouth bass will work on the majority 
of Barataria's saltwater species. Medium to medium-light spinning or baitcasting 
tackle with 8- to 14-pound monofilament line or equivalent braid for trout and 
redfish work well. 

For larger bull reds and black drum, anglers need to upsize. Most fishermen fish 
for these giants with 20-pound test monofilament or 50-pound-test braid. Your best 
bets for lures include GULP! Shrimp and a popping cork, MirrOlure Top Dogs, Top 
Dog Juniors, Heddon Zara or Super Spooks, Rapala Skitter Walks, Johnson Silver 
Minnows, Strike King Redfish Magic with gold Colorado blades, H&H Cocahoe jigs 
and GULP! Swimming Mullets with a 1/4-ounce lead head jig. 


TEMPT TRDUT 

Known more for producing big numbers 
of speckled trout than big-bodied fish, the 
Barataria area does hold some good-size 
specks. Most trout weigh between one 
and three pounds; bigger trout generally 
come from deeper waters, such as bays 
and lakes closer to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Trout spawn multiple times from late 
spring through early fall in the saltier 
bays, and within the Gulf itself, but move 
farther inland after spawning. As water 
turns sweeter in the northern part of the 
estuary near the diversion, trout don’t go 
quite as far inland as they did in recent 
years, but still thrive throughout most 
of the system. 

“With the diversion project reducing 
the salinity in the northern part of the 
Barataria Estuary, trout don’t migrate as 
far north as they did a few years ago, 
but we still catch a lot of them around 
the Little Lake area and the bays east of 
Lafitte,” says Mike Helmer with Capt. 
Phil Robichaux’s Fishing Charters in 
Lafitte. “Most of our better trout trips in 
recent years have been in late October 
or early November.” 

Shrimp also migrate in the spring and 
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JOHN FELSHER 


fall. When a cold front hits, shrimp start 
leaving the marshes and inland lakes to 
head to the deeper Gulf waters where 
they spawn. It might take them weeks 
to reach the Gulf ... if they make it at 
all. When shrimp start moving, preda¬ 
tors follow. In the spring, young shrimp 
migrate northward where they hide in 
shallow lagoons and flooded marsh grass 
to escape from a multitude of predators. 
By the time fall returns, shrimp that 
didn’t get eaten reach adulthood and 
make the southerly journey. 

Where people find shrimp, they usu¬ 
ally find trout, but the spotted snaggle- 
toothed predators also eat menhaden, 
mullets and other baitfish. Many anglers 
fish live shrimp under a popping cork 
or on a free line. Under a cork or on a 
jig head, soft-plastic shrimp or baitfish 
imitations in translucent colors with 
chartreuse tails also work well all year 
long. 

“A popping cork with soft plastics or 
live shrimp is hard to beat for catching 
trout at any time of year,” Helmer says. 
“We also fish soft plastics on the bottom. 
One of our guides, Capt. Lane Zimmer, 
has his own line of baits: Captain Lane’s 



While fishing the backwaters of Barataria, 
anglers can expect a mixed bag. It's not 
uncommon to catch a chunky largemouth and 
a fat flounder from the same boat 
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JOHN FELSHER 


Ghost Minnow and Mad Mullet (ghost- 
minnows, com). They work well on trout. 
Fall is also a good time to fish top waters 
for bigger fish. The water is still fairly 
warm, and fish are aggressive.” 

Although anglers can catch specks, 
along with redfish and flounder, in shal¬ 
low marsh ponds, trout typically prefer 


deeper waters. In the fall, look for them 
in the passes, larger lakes and deeper 
bayous, particularly where two streams 
intersect or a bayou connects with a lake. 

FINABLE FLATFISH 

Few anglers leave the dock intentionally 
planning to catch flounder, but nobody 



objects when they land one of the tastiest 
fish anywhere. In recent years, though, 
flounder catches have dropped off all 
along the northern Gulf Coast. 

Flounder also migrate twice a year 
(though some stay inshore all year 
long) and generally leave the marshes, 
bays and estuaries in late October or 
November when water temperatures 
drop. After spawning and spending the 
winter in the Gulf, they head inshore in 
March or April. 

“Flounder have been pretty scarce in 
the past few years, but the better catches 
usually come in October and November 
when they are on their way out to the 
Gulf of Mexico,” Helmer says. “We 
don’t normally target flounder, but we 
catch them sometimes when fishing for 
trout or redfish.” 

The flatfish hit natural baits, but the 
surprisingly agile, oddly shaped fish also 
regularly strike soft-plastics, spoons, 
spinnerbaits and other lures thrown by 
redfish or trout anglers. Drifting a live 
shrimp or minnow, or a shrimp imitation, 
under a popping cork along a weedy 
shoreline works effectively. Another 
technique is to hook a live cocahoe 
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JOHN FELSHER 


minnow to a jig head and drag it along the bottom to get 
a flounder’s attention. 



Sheepshead congregate 
around much of the live 
and adandoned energy in¬ 
dustry structures sprinkled 
about the aquascape. They 
provide a fantastic fight 
d terrific tablefare. 


THE “OTHER” FISH 

Besides redfish, speckled trout and flounder, Barataria 
anglers also catch sheepshead, black drum, croakers, white 
trout and other species. On any given day, anglers may 
land seven or more different species in the same general 
areas on the same baits, particularly if fishing with shrimp. 

“We don’t usually target drum and sheepshead, but 
we’ll catch them when fishing for redfish with shrimp,” 
says Bourgeois. “If we’re fishing with shrimp on the bot¬ 
tom in a hole, we’ll often catch many different species. 

People used to consider sheepshead trash fish around here, 
but attitudes are changing. People used to think the same 
about redfish. Sheepshead are difficult to clean, but very 
tasty. They are hard-fighting fish.” 

Typically held in destain by local anglers, black drum 
can grow huge and put up a tremendous fight. The big¬ 
gest sport fish in the marshes, a black drum can exceed 70 

pounds and offer fantastic action on light tackle. Smaller drum make excellent eating. As water cools, big drum and sheepshead 
frequently drop into deep holes in the main channels. 

Black drum will occasionally hit soft-plastic baits, but normally prefer fresh meat such as shrimp or baitfish. However, 
nothing appeals to a drum or a big redfish more than a lively crab. Some people fish small live crabs hooked through the back 
near the rounded swimmer fins. For larger drum and redfish, remove the top shell of a crab and break it into two halves. The 
succulent juices oozing from a half crab drive drum and redfish wild. 

Whether loading a boat with speckled trout or battling monster drum and redfish, anglers can always discover something 
biting most days in this fertile delta wetland wilderness system. The scenery here is beautiful, and it is just a stone’s throw 
from one of the nation’s most historic cities. 
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BOB POWERS 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Western Tennessee 

( 731 ) 968-5001 


CASEY ROSS 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Northwest Tennessee 

( 731 ) 514-5220 


CHRIS WAKEFIELD 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Central Tennessee 

( 931 ) 261-5889 


DAVID CANTRELL 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Northeast Tennessee 

( 828 ) 230-7778 


DAVID PRITCHARD 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Southwest TN & Northwest MS 

( 901 ) 487-5754 


GARY CARTY 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Middle Tennessee 

( 931 ) 808-9677 


MATTHEW ELROD 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Central Tennessee 

( 931 ) 808-6422 


SEAN MAXWELL 

Broker, Land Specialist 
North Central Tennessee 

( 931 ) 239-2008 


THOMAS CRUTCHER 

Broker, Land Specialist 
Central Tennessee 

( 615 ) 829-9793 


TIM BURNETTE 

Broker, Land Specialist 
East Tennessee 

( 865 ) 368-0002 


WES EVANS 

Broker, Land Specialist 

Tennessee 



( 865 ) 360-5593 
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For Backup, Work, or Play 

DR® Portable Generators! 



BIG-OUTPUT 
GENERATORS 

(up to 1 7,500 watts) 
for continuous operation on 
worksites and at home for emergency power. 

MULTIPLE FUEL CHOICES including diesel for 
up to 32 hours of runtime, plus 
models that switch from gas 
to propane. 

LIGHTWEIGHT & WHISPER- 
QUIET Inverter Generators 
for camping, tailgating, 
or working at jobsites. 
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CARBIDE-TIPPED TEETH take 360 “bites” 
second, reducing stumps to sawdust 
in minutes! 

FASTER, SAFER, AND 
EASIER than digging, 
burning, or using 
chemicals. 

TOWABLE 
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riding mower 
or ATV. 

Self-Propelled 
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with engines 
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power steering 
for fingertip 
control. 
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PTO models too! 
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y best buddy’s dad stopped 
the van and waited for Jeff 
and me to get out with our 
shotguns, shells, vests, and a 
dog or two. We were in western Kansas, 
and the plan was for Jeff and me to walk 
a grassy drainage ditch between two 
wheat-stubble fields all the way across 
the 1-mile section. His dad would pick 
us up at the other end. We figured we’d 
find a ring-necked pheasant or two hid¬ 
ing in the ditch’s heavy cover. 

Jeff and I had high hopes for our first 
hunt of the year, but we never expected 
what would happen as we began to work 
the ditch. We hadn’t gone 50 yards before 
roosters began flushing from the heavy 
cover. Birds flew, guns boomed and 
feathers floated to the ground. Pheasants 


were retrieved, and before they could be 
placed in our game bags, others would 
flush. More shooting soon followed. 

We made it less than a quarter mile 
before we filled our limits of fat ring- 
necks. Guns unloaded, we were not 
looking forward to the long, heavily 
laden walk to the vehicle. We made it 
a quick jaunt, though, because we had 
quite a story to tell! 

As teenagers, we couldn’t believe 
what had just occurred. Little did we 
know that we were experiencing the 
“golden age” of Kan sas pheasant hunt¬ 
ing, when shooting a limit wasn’t a tough 
proposition. 

That was more than 40 years ago. It 
isn’t quite as good nowadays, but I’m 
happy to report that Kansas still has 
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LOCATING WALK-IN 
AREAS 

There's an app for that. 

Started in 1995, the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism’s Walk-In Hunting Access 
(WIHA) Program is one of the first, 
biggest and most successful public- 
access initiatives in the country. 
While numbers of participating 
properties fluctuate, there is typically 
more than 1 million acres enrolled 
in WIHA each year. Land enrolled 
can be in CRP, native rangeland, 
wheat or milo stubble, and riparian 
or wetland areas. 

Many WIHA lands in the western 
part of the state are great for pheasant 
hunting, and because of habitat 
overlap, bobwhite quail can be found 
on many. Same goes for those in 
the central part of the state. Eastern 
Kansas walk-in areas often have pretty 
good quail numbers, with only an 
occasional pheasant. 

While paper maps can be found 
with a little searching, the WIHA app 
is in some ways better. It allows you 
to look at the properties on your 
smartphone screen and see where 
your vehicle is traveling in relation 
to those properties. With your 
hunting partner as a navigator, these 
properties are easy to find. They are 
also well marked when you get there. 
Find out more about walk-in areas in 
the state by visiting ksoutdoors.com. 


dynamite hunting for both pheasant and 
quail. If you know where to look and how 
to hunt these birds, you can have some 
of the best wing-shooting available in 
the nation today—even on public lands. 

ACCESS ACROSS THE STATE 

While decent pheasant hunting can be 
had in several other states including 
Nebraska, South Dakota and Iowa, 
Kansas is considered by many to be 
the reigning pheasant-hunting prom¬ 
ised land. Add abundant opportunities 
for quail, and the Sunflower State sits 
high on the list of upland destinations. 
Of course, some of the best Kansas bird 
hunting is found on private lands. Sure, 
there are still some farms where you can 
walk up to the door, knock, ask to hunt 
and get permission. But with trends 
toward leasing hunting land, those kinds 
of opportunities are less common than 
they were 20 or 30 years ago. 

Fortunately, there are plenty of 
public hunting lands in Kansas, rang¬ 
ing from state wildlife areas to U.S. 
Army bases that are open to free hunting 
with the proper permits. In southwest 
Kansas, Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife 
Area (WA) near Great Bend typically 
offers good public pheasant hunting, 
as does Cottonwood Flats WA. Both 
of these properties also have pretty 
good quail populations. Other wildlife 
areas in western Kansas that are well 
worth a trip for birds include Greeley, 
Lovewell and Webster. 

In the central part of the state, both 
Kaw WA near Arkansas City and Slate 
Creek Wetland WA near Oxford are 
proven producers of quail and also 
provide consistent pheasant hunting. 
Byron Walker WA is another good spot 
in central Kansas. 

Farther east, Spring River WA near 
Crestline is a great quail hunting area. An 
occasional pheasant can be found there, 
but it’s not the place to go if you’re set on 
killing a limit of ringnecks. Copan WA 
also offers pretty good quail hunting, but 
here again, pheasants are quite sparse. 

In the northeastern portion of the 
state, the sprawling Fort Riley Army 
base near Manhattan offers thousands of 
acres of good upland bird hunting. We 
were besieged by a major blizzard during 
the two days I hunted there last fall, so 
success was low. However, it was easy 
to see that the habitat supported decent 


numbers of pheasants, quail and prai¬ 
rie chickens. Note that special permits 
are required to hunt on Fort Riley, but 
they can be easily received by jumping 
through a few governmental hoops. 

Kansas offers bird hunters numer¬ 
ous other options across the state with 
its Walk-In Hunting Access (WIHA) 
Program, the nation’s crown jewel of 
public-private hunting partnerships (see 
sidebar). Entering its 25th year in 2020, 
the WIHA Program is an effort to en¬ 
hance the state’s already strong hunting 
heritage by providing hunters access to 
private property, with both hunters and 
landowners benefitting. 

One thing worth noting about Kansas 
walk-in areas is you’ll find quite a crowd 
early in the season, but then hunter num¬ 
bers diminish later. Obviously, you’ll 
also find lower bird numbers later on, 
so that makes it kind of a tradeoff. 

In fall 2018,1 took my dad to Kansas 
on opening weekend to celebrate his 80th 
birthday. He had taken me pheasant and 
quail hunting hundreds of times through¬ 
out my youth, and this was my way to 
repay part of that favor. We arrived a day 
early to do a little scouting and find a 
place we thought would hold a rooster 
or two. Driving county roads around 
the walk-in areas, we discovered three 
likely spots. At one area, we even saw 
five or six roosters fly out of a stubble 
field into adjacent thick cover on the 
walk-in property. We knew they were 
going to roost, and there was no doubt 
where we would be the next morning. 

We got there extra early, or so we 
thought, the next day just to be sure to 
get our spot. It was probably one-and- 
half hours before legal shooting time, 
and imagine our surprise to see seven 
different pickups parked alongside the 
road at various locations around the 
160-acre property! 

The lesson behind that experience 
was twofold. If you’re going to hunt 
walk-in areas on opening day or early 
in the season, expect lots of other hunt¬ 
ers. That will require flexibility and a 
little extra work to make sure you don’t 
interfere with others or don’t get mixed 
up in unpleasant dog conflicts. Even 
better, after the first few weeks, hunter 
numbers begin to fall drastically. By 
January, walk-in areas see only moder¬ 
ate traffic, but there are still plenty of 
birds left. They’re wilder, wilier birds 
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to be sure, but you can find them and 
kill a few if you're willing to hunt hard. 

FINDING HOT SPOTS 

In a nutshell, finding food and cover is 
the key to killing lots of Kansas pheas¬ 
ants. If there’s not any agriculture within 
a half mile or so, don’t expect high num¬ 
bers of birds. Sure, there are enough wild 
foods to support skimpy populations, but 
the lion’s share of birds will be found 
near cultivated fields. In the fall that 
means stubble from grains that have 
already been harvested. Hunters have 
their opinions on which stubble is best, 
whether it’s com, wheat, milo or another 
grain. Pheasants love all of the above, 
which can be easily seen by inspecting 
the crop of a harvested bird and looking 
at the variety of seeds within it. 


Both pheasants and quail absolutely 
need cover for protection from weather 
and predators. Early in the season, you 
might be able to find birds in fairly sparse 
cover, not only because it is warm but 
also because they haven’t been hunted 
hard yet. After several days of being pur¬ 
sued, however, pheasants are more likely 
to be holed up in the thickest, nastiest 
cover you can find—often places that 
are nearly impossible to walk through, 
much less get a shot off at a fleeing bird. 

Prime locations are anywhere food 
meets cover. For instance, a corn- or 
wheat-stubble field adjacent to tall, thick 
CRP grass is a near-perfect scenario. 
Birds can roost overnight in the thick 
cover, safe from predators and inclem¬ 
ent weather. In the morning, they’ll trek 
over to the stubble and begin feeding, 




KANSAS UPLAND TRIP 
PLANNER 

Consider licenses, lodging ... 
and outlaw gangs. 


A Kansas license for hunting upland 
gamebirds costs a nonresident just a 
little more than $100, which is a bargain 
in my book. Buy it online before going if 
possible, because it can be somewhat 
tricky to get a license from a local agent 
the day before the opener. Keep it on 
your person when hunting, as game 
wardens diligently check hunters to 
ensure they are properly licensed. 

Most small Kansas towns have a 
cheap hotel or two, and nearly all love 
visiting hunters. Plan ahead and find 
a room well before your trip, as you’ll 
likely have a hard time finding lodging 
if you wait till just before the season 


starts. Bird hunting attracts lots of out- 
of-towners to local areas. 

Airbnb and VRBO offer some 
opportunities, although many owners 
of these rental properties don’t allow 
pets, which makes having hunting dogs 
along problematic, it doesn’t hurt to do a 
search, though.Two years ago we found 
a fair-priced old farmhouse on VRBO that 
had plenty of room for everyone and 
allowed dogs, since the owner happily 
catered to hunters.The house was about 
30 miles from where we were hunting, 
but the super accommodations made 
the round trip worth the drive. 

If you think lots of Kansas is just 
prairie and wild land, you are right. 
But that doesn’t mean there aren’t 
some sights to see on your way to and 
from your hunting grounds. The city of 
Meade (population 1,700) is home to 
the Dalton Gang Hideout, celebrating 
the famous outlaw gang that lost most 
of its members trying to rob two banks 
at the same time in Coffeyville. Colby 
features the famous Cooper Barn, one 
of the 8 Wonders of Kansas Architecture. 
It’s thought to be the largest barn in 
the whole state, and one of the finest 
show-cattle barns ever made. Consider 
a visit to the Kearney County Museum 
in Lakin.The historic museum houses 
many interesting exhibits featuring items 
from the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
when Kansas was really wild. 


often returning to cover during midday 
to loaf. Come afternoon, they’ll take 
another foray into the food patch and 
fill their crops. Toward dark they’ll walk 
or fly back to cover to roost. 

If there’s one thing I’ve learned in 
my 50-plus years of hunting pheasants 
and other gamebirds on public lands, it’s 
that you’ve got to be willing to go deep. 
Those great-looking places within an 
easy 100-yard walk from the truck might 
hold birds early on, but once the season 
starts they’ll be far less productive. 

Working through the really hard stuff 
with dogs is the key to success on public 
lands, and many people choose not to 
put that much work into their hunt. Also, 
being willing to walk to places far from 
parking areas often can get you into 
pheasants that less-ambitious hunters 
looking for easy birds will never find. 
A large CRP field might require a half- 
mile walk to get to the far side, but the 
border where that side meets a stubble 
field could be where all the roosters are 
hiding. You’ll never know if you don’t 
put in the steps to find out. 

While many hunters concentrate 
on big tracts of stubble or CRP, I’ve 
found places that seem too small to be 
worth hunting often hold good num¬ 
bers of birds. 1 learned this lesson as a 
child while hunting near a dilapidated 
house set back in corn stubble. The 
thick cover around the house harbored 
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lots of roosters, and seldom did we hit 
that spot without putting up a bird or 
two. Note, however, that hunting spots 
like this often requires some strategy. 
Pheasants have no qualms about run¬ 
ning out of range to flush, or out the 
end of a tree row and into a stubble 
field. Placing even just one blocker in 
the right location on these small areas 
can help ensure that at least one hunter 
gets a shot at a rooster. 

Such spots don’t have to be abandoned 
farmhouses, and many can be found 
on Kansas walk-in areas. Whether it’s 
a grown-up area around an old bam, 
windmill, farm equipment or even a 
pond, if it’s thick cover near food, there 
will often be birds there. Many hunters 
drive past such areas because they are 
“too small,” but ignore them at your peril. 

GRASSLAND BONUS 

In addition to pheasants and quail, 
Kansas hunters have the opportunity 


to chase another awesome gamebird 
that many out-of-staters have never pur¬ 
sued: the prairie chicken . About half of 
America’s lesser prairie chicken popula¬ 
tion resides in western Kansas, with the 
other half in the sandhills and prairies of 
western Oklahoma, the Texas panhandle 
including the Llano Estacado, eastern 
New Mexico and southeastern Colorado. 

Kansas is also home to the other 
prairie chicken species—the greater 
prairie chicken—and hunters pursue 
both. However, strategy and timing are 
quite different for these hunts. Greater 
prairie chickens thrive in the Flint Hills, 
a roughly 50-mile-wide band of tallgrass 
prairie that extends from the Oklahoma 
border nearly to Nebraska in the eastern 
third of the state. The greater population 
also runs into central and even western 
Kansas, although in those areas the birds 
are relatively few and far between. 

Kansas prairie chickens offer two 
completely different types of hunting 


opportunities. An early prairie chicken 
season—well before pheasant and quail 
seasons—typically runs from Sept. 15 
to Oct. 15 and provides an opportunity 
to hunt young birds that are more likely 
to hold for pointing dogs. Later in the 
year (late November through January), 
many hunters bag prairie chickens by 
pass-shooting them as they travel to 
grain fields in the morning after leaving 
their roost. 

Decades after I roamed its tall grass 
and stubble as a teen, Kansas continues 
to be a dream destination for upland 
hunters. The state offers several game¬ 
bird species, a wide range of geography 
in which to hunt them, and good, down- 
to-earth folks who appreciate hunters 
and understand their contributions to 
conservation and local economies. Add 
to that 1 million-plus acres of public 
hunting lands, and Kansas may be one 
of the easi est places to check off your 
upland bucket list. C® 
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THIS YEAR’S NEW SHOTGUNS AND RIMFIRES OFFER 
IMPROVED ACTIONS, LIGHTWEIGHT COMPONENTS AND 
BETTER ERGONOMICS TO HELP YOU FILL YOUR BAG. 

By Game B Fish Staff 




unters have lots of options 
come fall that don’t include 
members of the deer family. 
Upland birds, early migrating 
waterfowl and small game are all on the 
table—or they will be with the right 
setup and some luck. The new shotguns 
and rimfires now available to hunt these 
species are as varied as the birds and 
animals themselves. Be it a weather¬ 
proof workhorse 12-gauge or a super 
accurate .22 LR, each firearm in this 
roundup offers features that hunters will 
appreciate. The hardest decision may 
be choosing what to hunt with them, 
but luckily the best part of the year is 
only about to start. 
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SAVAGE RENEGAUGE FIELD t 

The American-made Renegauge is the first semi-automatic shotgun to wear the Savage 
name, and the company’s engineers spent nearly eight years fine-tuning a gas system 
that will reliably cycle 12-gauge, 1 -ounce target loads to 3-inch magnum hunting am¬ 
munition without the need for adjustment. Upon firing, two valves in the Renegauge’s 
Dual Regulating Inline Valve (DRIV) system open simultaneously to control gas 
pressure. While excess pressure is vented through the front of the fore-end, the DRIV 
system directs the optimal volume of gas needed for cycling to the shotgun’s chrome- 
plated, one-piece action bar. The result is a semi-auto that can handle ammo meant for 
everything from doves to ducks, with turkeys thrown in for good measure. Designers 
also paid attention to fit, and the Renegauge’s synthetic stock is adjustable for length 
of pull, comb height and drop. The shotgun’s Melonite-finished barrel is fluted, and 
three choke tubes (IC, M and F) are included. 


savagearms. com 

Gauge, Chamber: 12,3-inch 

Barrel Length: 28 inches 

Capacity: 4+1 rounds (2 3/4-inch shells) 

Sights: red fiber-optic front 

Stock: gray synthetic 

Length of Pull: 14 1/4 to 15 inches, adj. 

Overall Length: 49 1/2 inches 

Weight: 7.9 pounds 

MSRP: $1,449 



BENELLI SUPER BLACK EAGLE 3 BEST t 

The third generation of the Super Black Eagle has been busting birds in nasty weather 
for three years now, but the latest version comes even better prepared for the worst. Its 
barrel, bolt, bolt handle, extended choke tube, safety, trigger and other parts are finished 
with the Benelli Surface Treatment (BEST to provide the utmost resistance to corrosion 
and abrasion. Carbon particles with properties similar to diamonds are applied to the 
components using a multi-layered hybrid vapor-deposition process, which permanently 
adheres them to the surface but does not require high temperatures that could weaken 
the parts. The BEST finish is not only corrosion-proof (Benelli dunked a BEST barrel 
in saltwater for three months with no signs of rust), but it also has lubricating properties 
to reduce the amount of oil and maintenance required. Benelli is so confident in the 
treatment that it backs BEST components with a 25-year warranty. 



Gauge, Chamber: 12,3 1/2-inch 

Barrel Length: 28 inches 

Capacity: 3+1 rounds (2 3/4-inch shells) 

Sights: red fiber-optic front 

Stock: black synthetic Comfort Tech 3 

Length of Pull: 14 3/8 inches 


Overall Length: 49.6 inches 


Weight: 7 pounds 
MSRP: $2,199 



BROWNING CITORICX MICRO WITH ADJUSTABLE LOP + 

Young upland hunters or those who need a shorter-than-standard length of pull can 
now have a Citori CX built just for them. The Graco buttplate on the CX Micro permits 
length-of-pull adjustment from 13 1/8 to 14 1/4 inches, and it also allows toe in/out 
and up/down alterations. Browning’s Three Position Trigger has a moveable shoe that 
provides more adjustability in reach to its face. Like the standard CX, the Micro throws 
a pattern with a slightly high point of impact (60/40 distribution), making it a versatile 
“crossover” gun for the coverts and clays courses. It also has an Inflex 2 recoil pad and 
comes with three Invector-Plus Midas extended choke tubes (IC, M and F). The CX 
Micro is included in Browning’s Growth Insurance Program, which allows the owner to 
purchase a full-size stock at 50 percent of the retail price to adapt to a growing shooter. 



Gauge, Chamber: 12,3-inch 
Barrel Length: 28 inches 
Capacity: 2 rounds 

Sights: ivory bead front, steel bead mid 

Stock: grade II black walnut 

Length of Pull: 13 1/8 to 141/4 inches, adj. 

Overall Length: 45 inches 

Weight: 8 pounds 

MSRP: $2,469.99 
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RRAIN t 


The sub-6-pound Upland Ultralight All-Terrain 20-gauge is a workingman’s gun 
made for long hikes through thick cover. The olive-drab green Cerakote finish on 
the barrels and receiver wards off the elements and scratches from brush. Rare 
earth magnets in the extractors retain shells while the gun is broken open, prevent¬ 
ing them from falling out of the chambers when a hunter tips the muzzle up and 
bends over to receive a bird from a dog, adjust a collar or give water. Sling swivels 
provide another option for carry during extended treks to hidden hot spots. The 
All-Terrain series also includes 12- and 20-gauge versions of the Redhead Premier 
and Drake over-unders, Bobwhite G2 side-by-side and 1012 semi-automatic, as 
well as a 12-gauge Upland Ultralight. 


Gauge, Chamber: 20,3-inch 
Barrel Length: 28 inches 
Capacity: 2 rounds 
Sights: bead front 
Stock: Turkish walnut 
Length of Pull: 14 1/2 inches 
Overall Length: 45 3/4 inches 
Weight: 5.9 pounds 
MSRP: $890 



FRANCHI INSTINCT SLXt 

The Instinct SLX is an aesthetically upgraded version of Franchi’s lightweight SL 
over-under. Think of it as the deluxe grade, though it retails for less than $2,000. 
The aluminum-alloy receiver is sculpted, engraved in a floral pattern and includes 
gold inlays. A cut-out opening lever adds another touch of class. The SLX’s vented 
barrels are finished in a high-gloss blue, and its Prince of Wales buttstock and 
schnabel fore-end are AA-grade walnut with a satin finish. Other features include 
ejectors and an automatic safety with a barrel-selector switch. The SLX comes 
with five extended choke tubes (C, IC, M, IM and F) and a fitted hard case, and it 
is available in 12, 16 and 20 gauge. 


franchiusa.com 

Gauge, Chamber: 12,3-inch 
Barrel Length: 28 inches 
Capacity: 2 rounds 
Sights: red fiber-optic front 
Stock: AA-grade walnut 
Length of Pull: 14 1/4 inches 
Overall Length: 46 1/4 inches 
Weight: 6.3 pounds 
MSRP: $1,999 



MOSSBERG SA-410 FIELD + 


mossberg.com 


Thanks to shells loaded with super-dense tungsten shot, .410-bore shotguns are en¬ 
joying a huge boost in popularity. And while turkey hunters have been the biggest 
proponents, small-game hunters are also discovering the fun of the .410. Mossberg’s 
SA-410 Field is an all-purpose .410-bore that can serve from the turkey blind to the 
squirrel woods and rabbit fields. The gun’s gas-operated action combined with its 6 
1 /2-pound weight make for a soft shooter that’s easy to carry all day long. With a trim 
receiver and 26-inch barrel, the S A-410 is quick to point, and its black synthetic stock 
shuns scratches from thorns and briars. Mossberg includes a set of five choke tubes 
(C, IC, M, IM and F) with the gun. 


Bore, Chamber: .410,3-inch 
Barrel Length: 26 inches 
Capacity: 4+1 rounds 
Sights: bead front 
Stock: black synthetic 
Length of Pull: 13 3/4 inches 
Overall Length: 46 inches 
Weight: 6.5 pounds 
MSRP: $636 
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*1 SELLING JACKS i 
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■ 30", 4 Drawer Tech Cart 

k. 1 YOtll CHOICE Of» COLORS 




Rapid Pump® 1.5 Ton f >sme^ 
Lightweight Alumina 
Floor Jack 1 % 


Side 

tray sold 
separately 


1/4" Drive 

ITEM 61277/63881/2696 


3/8" Drive 

ITEM 61276/63BB0/807 


1/2" Drive 

ITEM 62431/63882/239 shown 


Compare to 4 

(j inn ■ Snap-on 4 
ytAstr I Blue-Point 
I*T KRBC10TBPC 

e& In-Store !^J 0 s , ni 

inn 99 t 

LIMIT 4 • Exp. 10/30/20 $6394 


Compare to 
KTool 
KTI63094 
$151.42 

\m 64552 
64832/64980 
64545 shown 


a Compare to 

Use Online & In-Store 1 '™'™ 61451 


Use Online & In-Store Compare to 

II IIIII III 111 III IIIII III llll 

17 LIMIT 1 • Exp. 10/30/20* $ 39,97 


$19.99 
ITEM 69645 
60625 shewn 


LIMIT Z ■ Exp. 10/30720 


UMIT 4 - Exp. 10/30/20’ 


Pricing, promotions, end availah lily may vary by location and a( www.harbCHfreight.cgm and are subject to etiange without nolice. We reserve Ihe right lo limit quantities. "Compare 
to" advertised price means that the specified comparison, which is an item with the same nr similar Innction. was advertised tor sale at or above the "Compare to" price by another 
national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Plicae advertised by others may vary by lecalion. No other meaning ol “Compare In" should tie implied. Although we make 
every effort to assure that our prices and products are advertised as accurately as pessible, we are only human and in the event an error is made, we reserve the right fo correct it. 


Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. "Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any ot the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking 
Lot Sate item, compressors, floor jacks, power stations, safes, storage cabinets, 
chests or carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, 
Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Diamnndback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, icon, Jupiter, 
Lynxx. Paula a, Predator, Tailgater, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid an prior purchases. 
Nun-transferable. Original coupon must he presented. Valid through 10/30/20. 


COVERPRO 


BIGGER 4 STRONGER - MORE STABLE 


1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com 

Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 39 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 10/39/20 
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Modeled after Bergara’s B14 centerfire rifle, the B14-R is a full-size rimfire that has many 
features of big-game and precision bolt guns. For example, the B14-R action, which has 
a footprint similar to the Remington Model 700, is set into the same HMR stock Bergara 
uses in its centerfire line. The stock is adjustable for length of pull and comb height, 
and its integral aluminum mini chassis provides stable bedding. A modified B14 bolt 
feeds .22 LR rounds from an AlCS-style detachable box magazine, which has the same 
external dimensions as a short-action centerfire AICS magazine. The heavy-contour 
barrel is another feature normally reserved for centerfire precision rifles. Although the 
B 14-R is designed as a complement to a centerfire for training and for rimfire competi¬ 
tion, it’s also just the ticket for squirrel hunters who take nothing less than head shots. 


ii 





Caliber: .22 LR 
Capacity: 10 rounds 

Barrel: 18 inches, No. 6 contour; l:16-inch twist 
Stock: synthetic HMR, adjustable length of 
pull and comb height 

Sights: none; drilled and tapped forscope bases 

Overall Length: 38 inches 
Weight: 9.2 pounds 
MSRP: $1,150 



CHRISTENSEN ARMS RANGER 22 +■ 



Christensen Arms applies its carbon-fiber technology to a rimfire to create the 
5-pound Ranger 22. The rifle features the company’s carbon-fiber-wrapped bar¬ 
rel, as well as its carbon-fiber composite stock. Ending in a threaded muzzle, the 
barrel is hand-lapped and has a match chamber. The Ranger 22’s black-anodized 
aluminum receiver contains a bolt with dual lugs and extractors. It feeds rounds 
from a flush-fitting rotary magazine, and the action is compatible with Ruger 10/22 
magazines. The rifle also has a Picatinny rail for mounting optics and a TriggerTech 
Remington Model 700-style trigger. Christensen Arms guarantees the Ranger 22 
will shoot sub-MOA groups at 50 yards. 


Caliber: .22 LR 
Capacity: 10 rounds 

Barrel: 18 inches, carbon-fiber-wrapped; 
1:16-inch twist 

Stock: carbon-fiber composite 
Sights: none; Picatinny rail forscope rings 
Overall Length: 38 1/4 inches 
Weight: 5.1 pounds 
MSRP: $795 



MARLIN MODEL 60150TH ANNIVERSARY + 


marlinfirearms. com 


Commemorative guns are usually too fancy for the field, but this Model 60, celebrat¬ 
ing Marlin’s 150th anniversary, is an exception. Its black walnut stock is checkered 
in a classic and practical diamond pattern, and includes a modest anniversary me¬ 
dallion inlay. The 19-inch stainless steel barrel has Marlin’s Micro-Groove rifling 
and wears a good set of adjustable iron sights. Grooves in the receiver accept scope 
rings. The Model 60’s hallmark full-length tubular magazine holds 14 rounds, and 
the bolt locks back when the last one is fired. Although its special serial number 
range will make this version of the Model 60 attractive to collectors, it’s still a 
solid rimfire for hunters. 


Caliber: .22 LR 

Capacity: 14 rounds 

Barrel: 19 inches, stainless steel; 

l:16-inch twist 

Stock: black walnut 

Sights: fully adjustable rear notch, front blade 
Overall Length: 37 1/2 inches 
Weight: 5 1/2 pounds 
MSRP: $399 
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LET'S KICK THIS SEASON OFF 
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Aluminum Bedding System 


Accurize With An AccuBloct 


Models for any 
Rem 700 


Stocky’s 

ph (561) 584-8500 ^ 
America’s Gunstock Specialists: 


www. N ow 


Compare at $ 329 


Customer 

FIVE STAR 

Rated 


Install 


tarts here 


serious airgun hunting 


TexanLS5 Quietly Turns 



TexanLSS 5D-CF 



Yep, you read that right In 2020 tlieTexanLSS turns ,50! 

Bigger and badder than before, but j ust as quiet, the TexanLSS 50-CF 
features a Lothar Walther barrel as well as ourTX2 valve system and a 490 cc 
carbon fiber bottle rated for 250 BAR (3625 psi). The TexanLSS in .50 caliber 
adds even more versatility and power to the Texan line! 

www. air fo rceair gu ns .com 

or con Lacl us today at 877-247-4867 

Shown vsith optional scope and rings. 
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Super Formulas See FREE Special Offer Online 

SEXCITER LIQUID 

Excites women better 
than Spanish fly. A 

» couple of drops 

mixed with or without 
her favorite beverage 
can increase libido. 

ATTRACT-A-MATE 

Human pheromone 
spray can make 
women desire you. 
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Liquids absorb 98% and immediately goes 
into the body’s system. Easy to use. 

Take with or without your favorite beverage. 

Greater Stamina & Longer Lasting Performance 

PRO+PLUS XTREME 

For immediate erections and increased blood flow 
Can Work In 30 Minutes Effective Up To 12 Hours. 


I’m Sheri, My man takes the 
Pro+Plus Xtreme. Hear how he 
satisfies me. 877 - 826-9068 


EVER-LAST AUDIO CD 

Control Premature Ejaculation 
Programs your mind to help blood 
flow and help give you more control, 
firmer erections and performance. 


For more than 
thirty years 
Dr. Bross 
has satisfied 
millions of men. 


Quick Absorption, Fast Acting, Be Ready Anytime 

PRO + PLUS MYTMAX 

TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER 

Can Help Raise Testosterone Levels. 

Increase Drive, Libido, Performance, 

Energy Stamina And Strength, Reduce 
recovery time between intervals. Can 
Increase performance in 3 to 4 days. 


POWER SEX-ESS AUDIO CD ATTRACT WOMEN 

Programs your mind to make you irresistible. Hidden subliminal messages sends 
commands into your subconscious mind to achieve confidence and sex appeal. 


Credit Card Orders Call Toll Free Anytime • 24/7 

1 - 800 - 378-4689 

Customer Service 1-707-931-1001 Se Habla Espahol 


Call us about our products. We’ll give you important information you can trust. 

Be careful of discounters and imitators that sell the same type of products on Amazon, Ebay and Google 
Our products are not authorized to be sold through these companies, Don't buy from sellers who don’t 
disclose where their products are made, use inferior blends and cannot call them. 


Liquid is shown to work faster than pills or lube. 
However some men prefer PRO+PLUS XTREME 
pills or lube as an excellent alternative. 


Dr. Bross All Natural Herbal Liquid 
Can Work Faster Than The Blue Pill 


www.ProPlusMed.com 


Mail Payment to: 

Avid Pro Medical Dept. 010GEA • Box 6710, Malibu, CA 90264 

□ Credit Card □ Check □ Money Order □ Cash Money Back Guarantee 

Pro+Plus XTREME Lube or Pills or Liquid 


Name (Print. I am over 18 and agree to the terms of ProPiusMed.com) 


Address / City / State / Zip 


Credit Card Number 


Expires 



EVE RLAST AUDIO CD 
POWER SEX_ESS AUDIO CD 
SEXCITER LIQUID to Excite Women 
ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromone to Attract Women 


MYTMAX Testosterone Booster 
Can increase sex drive and performance 


30 Days + 30 Days FREE 
120 Days + 120 Days FREE 
One Year Supply 


CVC Code 

$29.95 $ 
$29.95 S_ 
$25.00 $ 
$25.00 S 



$45 $ 


$110 $ 


$150 $ 


Lubef"! 

Results in 
2-3 Hours. 


1 Jar 

60 Applications 


1 Jar 

2 Jars 


$50 

$85 


3 Jars □ $100 


Pills □ 

Results in 
1-2 Hours, 


1 Bottle 
60 Capsules 


1 Bottle 


$60 


2 Bottles □ $100 

3 Bottles □ $120 


Liquid □ 

Results in 

30 Minutes to 1 Hour. 

1 Bottle 
60 Servings 


1 Bottle □ $75 

2 Bottles □ $125 

3 Bottles □ SI 50 


S 

S 

S 


Total From Other Side $_ 

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $ 14.95 

Total Enclosed $ 


© 2020 Avid Pro Medical, Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA, Ibis product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. VI65 

L __________________ __________ ____________ — _____ J 


SAVAGE 93 MINIMALIST# 

The laminate Minimalist stock keeps 
the weight of this .22 WMR at less 
than 5 1/2 pounds while providing 
great ergonomics in the form of a 
heightened comb, pronounced pis¬ 
tol grip and widened fore-end belly. 
Savage gives the Minimalist the her¬ 
alded AccuTrigger, which is user- 
adjustable from 2 1/2 to 6 pounds, 
and includes two-piece Weaver scope 
bases with the rifle. Like many new 
rimfires, the Minimalist’s barrel has a 
threaded muzzle for suppressor attach¬ 
ment. Savage also offers a Minimalist 
version of the 93R17 in .17 HMR and 
the Mark II in .22 LR, as well as a 
brown laminate stock option. 


Caliber: .22 WMR 
Capacity: 10 rounds 

Barrel: 18 inches, button-rifled; l:16-inch twist 
Stock: laminate 

Sights: none; Weaver scope bases included 
Overall Length: 37 inches 
Weight: 5.48 pounds 
MSRP: $359 















































































Ruger American Rimfire 
Long-Range Target 


Performance Center T/CR22 



Savage 93 Minimalist 


PERFORMANCE CENTER T/CR22 1 

The Performance Center, an offshoot 
of Thompson/Center that builds up¬ 
graded versions of the company’s 
standard firearms, offers several new 
variations of the semi-auto T/CR22. 
Some feature carbon-fiber-wrapped 
barrels and laminate stocks, but the 
one with a Hogue OverMolded thumb- 
hole stock and stainless steel, fluted 
barrel is the most affordable and may 
be the best of the bunch for hunting. 
The durable Hogue stock is comfort¬ 
able to settle into for a shot, and the 
weight provided by the heavy con¬ 
tour barrel gives the rimfire a steady, 
muzzle-heavy balance. A detachable, 
flush-fitting, rotary magazine feeds 
the action, and the rifle is compatible 
with most aftermarket Ruger 10/22 
accessories. The integral Picatinny rail 
on the T/CR22’s aluminum receiver 
makes mounting a scope simple. 


RUGER AMERICAN RIMFIRE 
LONG-RANGE TARGET * 

Here’s a rimfire with reach, one built for 
precision at distances beyond 100 yards. 
The Long-Range Target mates a 22-inch, 
cold-hammer-forged, bull barrel to Ruger’s 
American Rimfire action, which has a bolt 
with a 60-degree throw, tang safety and 
Marksman Adjustable trigger. It feeds from 
a Ruger’s BX-1 10-round rotary magazine, 
accepts all 10/22 magazines and has an ex¬ 
tended magazine release for easy removal. 
An integral bedding-block system in the 
stock anchors the receiver and ffee-floats 
the barrel. The stock has an adjustable comb 
and length of pull, and includes cups for 
quick-detachable sling mounts as well as 
a flush-mounted Magpul M-Lok rail on 
the bottom of the fore-end. Ruger provides 
a factory-installed one-piece aluminum 
scope rail with the Long-Range Target. CflJ 


ruger.com 


tcarms.co 



Caliber: .22 LR 

Capacity: 10 rounds 

Barrel: 20 inches, stainless steel; 

1:15-inch twist 

Stock: Hogue OverMolded thumbhole 
Sights: none; Picatinny rail for scope rings 

Overall Length: 38 1/2 inches 
Weight: 6.95 pounds 
MSRP: $497 


Caliber: .22 LR 
Capacity: 10 rounds 

Barrel: 22 inches, cold-hammer-forged; 
1:16-inch twist 

Stock: painted laminate; adjustable length 

of pull and comb height 

Sights: none; factory-mounted one-piece 

rail for scope rings 

Overall Length: 40 1/2 inches 

Weight: 8 pounds 

MSRP: $599 


WHERE TO GO 
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2020 Rates Tennessee 

Crappie, Bass, Bluegill, Catfish 

FisHing Package - $289pp 

4 Days & 4 Nights - ESftSEW&t 

(except March 15 - May 20) $359 pp 

Rooms or Cabins • Clubhouse • Kitchens 
Free cookout every Mon. & Thurs. during season 

Summer/Fall 2 day package 

May 20-0ct. 31(2 Days & 2 Nights)- $179pp 

Cypress Point Resort 

731 - 253-6654 • 1 - 800 - 394-1886 

Call fill for special group pricing 

NOW OPEN RV CAMPGROUND 

email: cypressp@usit.net 
www.cypresspointresort.com 

3535 State Route 21E TiptonvilEe, TN 38079 
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RELOADING 
SAFETY TIP 


Always start with 
the minimum loud listed; 
NEVER deviate from 

listed loads. 



ADVERTISE HERE 


CONTACT 

Brendan Vorobiev 


734 - 800-6666 


Brendan.Vorobiev@outdoorsg.com 
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RITES 


BY JEFF JOHNSTON 



t was a Thursday night in the 
middle of deer season, and 
Shane’s family was about to 
eat dinner. As soon as they 
took their seats, Shane held out his cell¬ 
phone for his father to see. 

“Check out this buck from the trail 
cam,” he said, trying to be nonchalant. 

The giant non-typical on the screen 
had eight points on its left antler, six on 
the other and a big drop tine. 

“Ever seen anything like that?” 

“Never around here!” said Shane’s 
father. “On our lease? You kidding me?” 

“It was taken this morning on the 
lease,” Shane replied. 

“Let me see,” said Shane’s sister. 

“So where’s the trail cam?” asked 
Shane’s father. “It doesn’t look like the 
same spot we put it in a few weeks ago.” 

“Not tellin’!” declared Shane. 

“You’re not telling me, your own 
father? The one who bought you the 
camera and takes you hunting?” 


“Nope,” said Shane as he hid a smile 
behind his glass of tea. 

“It doesn’t look that big to me,” re¬ 
marked Shane’s sister. “In class Jimmy 
Davis was showing everyone pictures 
of a deer his brother got yesterday. Now 
it was big.” 

And Jimmy’s got a big mouth,” said 
Shane. “He was braggin’ about killing 
deer at night with a spotlight before the 
season started.” 

“That’s awful,” said Shane’s mother. 

“Yeah,” said Shane’s father. “Makes 
me sick, as it should all hunters.” 

“Well, it was a huge deer,” stressed 
Shane’s sister. 

“That’s beside the point,” said her 
father. “Shane, if you ever see any¬ 
one doing something like that, call the 
warden. People who break game laws 
aren’t hunters, but they give hunters a 
bad name.” 

“I don’t understand why someone 
would break the law to kill a deer,” 


said Shane. “They have to know it’s 
not right.” 

“I don’t get it either,” said his father. 
“But I know one thing: Big bucks make 
people crazy.” 

“Not all people,” interjected Shane’s 
mother. “Just people without good sense. 
There are plenty of rumors in this town 
about obsessive hunters who spend more 
time in the woods chasing some silly 
buck than they do at home ... or at work.” 

“No doubt we can sometimes take 
our hobby a little too seriously,” said 
Shane’s father, “but so can golfers.” 

Shane quickly cleared his plate and 
then rose from his seat. 

“Dad, will you take me to the property 
right now?” 

“Why? It’s dark. You gonna hunt at 
night?” Shane’s sister teased. 

“No, but I think Drop Tine is com¬ 
ing in before daylight, so I want to be 
there way early. I’m gonna sleep in my 
deer stand.” 

Shane’s mother almost choked on 
her potatoes. “Tonight?” she gasped. 
“Shane you can’t be serious.” 

“Tell her, Dad,” said Shane. “If you 
spook an old buck like this, he’ll prob¬ 
ably disappear for good. So is it cool?” 

“No, it’s not cool,” said Shane’s 
mother. “If you didn’t fall to your death 
first, you’d surely freeze.” 

“I’ll be in a harness and a sleeping 
bag,” countered Shane. 

Shane’s father laughed. “Look who’s 
got a serious case of big buck derange¬ 
ment syndrome now! You’ve got school 
in the morning, buddy boy; did you 
forget? No way.” 

“Nice try bro,” said Shane’s sister. 

“Well, can we at least camp this week¬ 
end?” asked Shane. 

“Now you’re talking,” said Shane’s 
dad. “Sure, we can go ... if...” 

“If what?” asked Shane. 

“If you tell me where that picture of 
Drop Tine was taken.” 

“In the far comer of the hay meadow.” 

“Cool!” said Shane’s father as he 
pushed his chair back. “Now excuse 
me. I gotta get some sleep.” 

“What’re you gonna do?” asked Shane. 

“I’m taking tomorrow off to hunt!” 
said Shane’s father with a wink. 

“Guess I’m the one with the big 
mouth,” grumbled Shane. 
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TURN IT UP Progressive ATV Insurance has you covered with basic 
plans starting at $75 a year plus options to include your accessories? 


1.800.PR0GRESSIVE | PROGRESSIVE.COM 
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NEW INTERACTIVE 
MAPPING. 


Save locations and drop pins for cameras, 
feeders, trails, bedding areas and more. 




ALL-NEW 6000-SERIES CELLULAR TRAIL CAMERAS. 

Rugged, reliable and powered by the industry’s most advanced and 
easy-to-use software, Moultrie Mobile is the highest evolution of cellular 
trail cam technology. Simple setup & smart features, like interactive 
mapping and image recognition, help you build the ultimate hunting 
strategy. Receive instant notifications anytime, anywhere with cellular 
connectivity backed by your choice of the nation’s top two providers. 



SMART. SIMPLE. CELLULAR. 


NEW XA 6000 - AT&T 
NEW XV 6000 - VERIZON 



Connected by 




AT&T 


connected by 

verizon 7 



Shop now at moultriemobile.com 



















































